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CHRISTIAN TEMPER: 


SUMMARY 
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Dr. EvaNns's Practical Diſcourſes, 


To which are ſub\oined under each Head, 


some of the LEADING THOUGHTS, with References 
to the ORIGINAL: as likewiſe an APPENDIX, con- 
taining the LIFE of this excellent AUTHOR. 


Defined for gener al Uss, but more particularly for a 
young Gentlema n going to reſide in the EAST-INDIEs. 
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To Mr. — 8—. 


My Dear Sox, | 
"THE long and hazardous Voyage which 
you are now about taking to the Eaſt- 
Indies, and the neceſſary Duration of your 
Reſidence in fo hot and very diſtant a Climate, 
cannot but raiſe the moſt tender and affecting 
Sentiments in the Breaſt of a Parent, ever 
anxious for the femporal and eternal Welfare 
of his Children.— I need not add that I could 
never have conſented to such A SEPARATION, 
| had not my large Family, and your entire Ap- 
probation of this Settlement, been the Motives 
which determined me. — You well know that 
eren a ſlight Intimation of your Diſlibe was to 
me a ſufficient Reaſon for rejecting a very kind 
and apparently advantageous Offer to ſend you 
nto SPAIN: In which Situation our Correſpon- 
dence would have been frequent, and I might 
en continually have hoped for ſome Opportu- 
nity of ſeeing you. Deſirable Interviews! 
tne Loſs of which I cannot but moſt ten- 
derly regret ; for now, when I confider how 
hr Jam advanced in Life, I can ſcarcely 
latter myſelf with the Expectation of ever 
ſeing you any more: Perhaps I may not even 
lve to hear of the Fruits of your preſent Eſta- 


viſhment, how promiſing ſoever in its remoter 
Proſpect, = 
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* DEDICATION. 


The Improvement you may make in you 
Fortune, though the reaſonable Object of ou 
| Wiſhes, is by no Means what lies the neareſ 

to my Heart ——If God Almighty ſhall be 
pleaſed to beſtow Riches upon you with hi 
Grace to uſe them properly, Wealth is doub. 
leſs then a Bleſſing, and may it be you 
Portion! But whether you are to be rich i 
this World's Goods, or not, be fully affure 
that there is a * Treaſure ( vaſtly ſuperig 
even to the Diamond Mines of ＋ Golcondi 
which ought to be your prineipal Purſuit, an 
if you fail therein, all your other Acquiſition 
will be trifling and vain.—There is but on 
Way of ſecuring Happineſs, and that is by fr: 

ſerving akways a Conſcience void of Offence ti 
eards God and towards Men: — If your Dut 
towards God ſhould be forgotten, a due Sei 
of what you owe to your Neighbour and your 
ſelf can never be preſerved: And every Devi 
tion from the Paths of Virtue and Religion 
an unqueſtionable Departure from Happineh. 

Hear then the affectionate Voice, the mc 
earneſt Exhortation of a Parent, who being al 
ſent, who perhaps being dead, may yet pea 
to and inſtruct you. — Take from his Han 
what, if rightly uſed, you will find an i 
valuable Preſent, the excellent Book, whit 
this Dedication accompanies, and recommend 


See Prov. Ali, 8. 3 Ss 

+ The Diamond Mines in the Kingdom of Golconda, art "i. 
to M. draſo, or Fort St. George, as 'tts frequently called, fron . 
Eaſt- India Company's Fort there. This is decmed the Metropol. 
their & ettiements in India; and here the young Gentleman vid 
the Directors appointed to refide. 
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DE DIC AT ION. ill 
ou have with it the Summary of each 
Diſcourſe, drawn up purpoſely for your Uſe by 
myſelf and Friends, not to ſpare you the Pains 
of reading and attending to every Sentence 
of the Author himſelf, but to give you a 
Specimen * of the Method, which Perſons of 
the beſt Judgment frequently uſe for the better 


Recollection of their Memory, and by which 


you may imprint theſe truly Chriſtian Doc- 
tines more forcibly upon your Mind.—You 
\ know the Value J have long had for this Trea- 


t in my own Family; particularly on Sunday 


that many Perſons of the greateſt Learning 
and Piety have concurred with me in Opinion 


let your Knowledge and Obſervations ariſe 
from your own Acquaintance with his Sen- 


mendation. I will only remark to you that it 
a conciſe yet comprehenſive Body of practical 
ſuited to the diſtinguiſhing Tenets of any Sect 


Dr. Waterland in his Advice to a young Student at the 
Univerſity, recommends © Taking down the general and particu- 
"lar Heads of a Sermon, in a Yuarto Paper-Book—marking the 
general Heads with capital Figures in the Middle of the Paper, 
* and the particular Heads with ſmall Figures at the Side, By 
" which Method, ſays he, the Subſtance of a whole Sermon may be 
lad in à very little Compaſs It will thus be both comprehended 
and retained the better; and it can hardly be imagined how it 
' will profit and improve in practical Divinity,” 


Yo A2 or 


tie of Dr. Evans's, and the Uſe I have made of 


Eyenings.— ] have had the Satisfaction to find 


concerning the Author and his Work; but 


tments, and not merely from my Recom- 
i wrote on a well-digeſted Plan, and contains 


Divinity; ſuch as Chriſt himſelf taught, not 
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IV DEDICATION. 
or Party; nor to the Diſcuſſion of perplexing 
vain and unprofitable Queſtions; but to pro- 
duce that heavenly Diſpoſition of Mind, which 
will incline the frail Inhabitant of this Earth 
to thirſt after Immortality, «© As the Hart 
 panteth after the Water Brooks :” To convincey 
that evangelic Faith, and evangelic Obedience 
(by which I mean the Fruits of vital Holineſ 
' proceeding from a firm Faith in Jeſus Chriſt 
are never to be ſeparated or diſtinguiſhed ; but 
that at all Times they remain invariably the 
ſame: That every Attempt to ſeparate them 
3s productive of Error, Confuſion, and Diſtrac- 
tion; and that the true Chriſtian Spirit 1s a Spirit 
of univerſal Benevolence, Love, and Charity. 
Let theſe Principles, my dear Son, be your 
conſiant* Study, that ſo they may become deeply 
rooted in your Heart, and the Exertion 
them familiar to you.—Here you have the ful 
and clear Deſcription of that Temper, which 
* our great Lord and Maſter Jeſus Chriſt (to 
whom we owe the moſt grateful Submiſſion 


* By your CONSTANT STUDY is here meant ſuch a thorug! 
Acquaintance with, and regular Digeſtion of this truly uſeful 4s 
thor's Plan, Method, and Arguments, as will enable a Perſon Y 
recollect and apply them upon every Occaſion. As for Inſtance, it 
Times of Aqliction, Temptation, public and private Worſhip, vori) 
| Buſineſs and Correſpondence, Amuſements, or Recreations, and tit 
lite; ſo that the due Frame of Mind and Rule of Action may in u 
Caſe be wanting ; but that the Chriſtian Temper may becont 
habitual.—T he Treaſures of ſuch a Book auill amply repay it's dai) 
Inſpe&ion during the longeſi Life, and are never to be exhauſi,; 
but the moſt fleady Attention, and Perſeverance is required, t0 be. 
come Maſter of ſuch an Author in the Manner as is above deſcribid; 
and a Summary, like this, is very neceſſary to aſſiſt all ſuch as a! 
properly diſpoſed to make uſe of it; and can ſcarcely fail of 4", 
Good, where any ſuch Purpoſe is likely to be anſewered by Reading: 


requires 


DEDICATION. v 
requires from his Followers; and which is the 
indiſpenſible Qualification for your Admiſſion 
into his Kingdom: Learn therefore daily to 
meaſure your own Heart by this Standard, and 
| its Defects and Attainments cannot be hid from 
WW jou: But then judge impartially upon the Com- 
WM priſon, always remembring, that in this Caſe 
every Deceit is Self-Deluſion. 
| The many idolatrous Temples which will 
| 


preſent themſelves to your View at Magrafs, 
cannot fail, I ſhould imagine, of impreſſing 
WF upon your Mind the deepeſt Regard for the 
8 Chriſtian Religion. —The Errors and Super- 
ſtition of the Heathen Theology are a power- 
ful Contraſt to the Purity and Simplicity of the 
Goſpel—and although many Chriſtians by re- 
ſiding amongſt theſe Eaſtern Pagans have made 
Shipwreck of their Faith, and from a Con- 


belief of the 7rze ; yet their Infidelity may be 


aſcribed not to the Inſufficiency of their Re- 


WY tempt of /a/ſe Religions, proceeded to a Diſ- 
| 
| 


ligion, but to their own ſuperficial Knowledge 

or Indifference about it. Had the Seed met 
with a kindly Soil in their own Breaſts, it 
would have taken ſuch deep Root as not fo be 
ſcorched and withered away *, —Your principal, 
or rather your only Preſervative againſt a Dan- 
WM ger of this Kind, is to keep up a regular and 
conſtant Intercourſe with your God by Prayer. 
0 —Take heed therefore, my dear Son, that 


Read the Parable of the Sower, Math. xiii. 6, 


you 


vi DEDICATION. 
you fail not in this, (eſpecially in the Morning 
and Evening of every Day) for if you do, 
I am very ſenſible that all my other Advice 
will be in vain. Be therefore extremely care. 
ful that the Force of bad Examples may never 
lead you into the Diſuſe of Prayer; as the 
habitual Uſe of it is the beſt Means for the 
Attainment and Security of every Virtue ; and 
as the Neglect of it is pregnant with innume- 
rable, and perhaps irretrievable Evils both in 
this World, and in that which is to come. 
I have recommended but few religious 
Books to you, not only as the important En- 
gagements of your Buſineſs, and the occaſional 
Relaxations ſo eſſential to your Health in ſuch 
a Climate will preclude much Application to 
Reading, but likewiſe, becauſe the different 
Opinions of truly pious and well-meaning 
Writers on religious Subjects too often occaſion 
| Doubts and Scruples. — The Excellence of 
Dr. Evans is that his Work is evidently taken 
from that pure Fountain of divine Truths, the 
Holy Scriptures ; the Subſtance of which he has 
judiciouſly collected, explained, and enforced. 
— This is indeed an Excellence very different, 
and of a much ſuperior Kind to Elegance of 
Style, or Purity of Diction.—Were 7heſe to be 
the principal Objects of the Reader's Attention, 
as they were by no Means that of the Author, 
he might not perhaps be ſecure from Criticiſm 
or Centure, © 2 | 
Be very diligent then, in ſearching this rich 
Magazine of Divine Knowledge; and obſerve 


in the Life of Dr. Evans (printed purpoſely 1 
c 


In 
in 


DE DIC AT ION. vii 


the Appendix) the happy Effects which reſult 
from the Chr:/t1a11 Temper. And may that 
Holy Spirit, who has promiſed his Aſſiſtance to 


all that * aſk it, and who bleſſed that good 


Man's Labours with Succeſs, give his Bleſſing 
to your Endeavours after the thorough Know- 
ledge, the ready Application, and the conflant 


Practice of theſe admirable Rules, which are 


here laid down. Remember that they are 
not the Devices of Men, but the written Word 
of God, ſo methodically and clearly diſplayed 


to your View, as may be ſufficient to make 


you © 20e unto Salvation. —— And although 


the Children of this World, by the Exertion 
of ſ1perior Induſtry, ſhould appear wiſer in 
their Generation than the Children of Light; 
yet is the Knowledge and Fear of God &, at all 
Times Man's trueſt Wiſdom, and “ he one 
Thing needful;” which, that you may fo ſeek 
as effectually to find, and reap the bleſſed 
Fruits, when Toil and Time itſelf ſhall be 
no more, is the earneſt and inceſſant Prayer 


of, my dear Child, 
Your moſt affectionate Father, 
N. 


| fan. 21, 1701. J. oy 


* Luke, Ch. xi. 13. + Prov. Xi. 10. 


P. S. As you are now of an Age when Admonitions 
are generally moſt wanted, and I can no longer give them 
n Perſon, let me conjure you to attend to this only Method 
in which I can convey Them. Reflect often on m 
anxious Concern for your Welfare—And when under 


Oy 
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any Temptations from bad Examples, or otherwife, 
prevail on yourſelf to retire for a few Minutes, and 
very deliberately read over theſe ſhort, but moſt af. 
fectionate parental Inſtructions. It is to be hoped 
they may conduce to preſerve, or to reſtore that ſerious 
turn of Mind, which Vice and Infidelity will not fail 
to ridicule ; and which the trifling empty Converſations, 
introduced by Folly, and authorized by Faſhion, will 
#nſenſibly tend to diſſipate. In ſhort, my Son, be mindful 
to unite the Wiſdom of the Serpent, with the Harmleſs. 
neſs of the Dove, in every Part of your Conduct. — 
Avoid all Pride, Vain-Glory, and 1 but never 
have the Meanneſs to be aſhamed of converiing, and ad- 
ing like a Chriſtian. __ 


PRE. 


— oc Irs - + 22 meer 


. 
T appears by the foregoing Dedication with 
what View, and for whoſe particular Uſe the 
blowing SUMMARY was made: But as there was 
\Neceflity for compleating it in leſs Time than was 
anfiſtent with my various and indiſpenſible Avo- 
2tions,*] had Recourſe to ſeveral Gentlemen of diſ- 
inguiſhed Abilities, to whoſe kind Aſſiſtance on 
he Occaſion I am indebted for the far greateſt and 
moſt accurate Part of this SUMMary.—Grati- 
de obliges me to make this Acknowledgment z 
tho' I am not at Liberty to mention their Names: 
It muſt therefore ſuffice to ſay, that they were 
nimated by the ſame Chriſtian Temper as the wor- 
y Author; and agreed with me in Opinion as to 
nim and his Work, notwithſtanding he was of a 
liferent Communion from the major Part of us. 
| readily admit the ſuperior Excellence of ſome 
wrticular Diſcourſes by Tillotſon, Clarke, Bar- 
ow, and other eminent Men, on ſome of the ſame 
wbjects which Dr. Evans has wrote upon; yet 1 
(0 not recollect any Treatiſe, or Collection of Ser- 
nons, which conſtitutes ſo regular a Plan, and is 
omprized within ſo ſmall a Compaſs as his. — 
Ihis Fullneſs, Preciſion, and Brevity, were the 
be Circumſtances which determined my Choice: 
=Nor can indeed any reaſonable Objection be made 
o the Preference which TI, as a Churchman, have 
lere given to the Works of a Diſſenter, For if that 
levrated Writer Dr. Stanhope, Dean of Canter- 
ry, could tranſlate and paraphraſe the Book of a 
Roman Catholic, ( viz. Thomas d Kempis) without 
Impeachment of adopting popiſh Tenets ; ſurely I 
May, with equal Propriety at leaſt, be permitted 
v give my Sentiments on the Performance of a 
Hoteſtant Divine, without incurring malevolent 
uſpicions of any Deficiency in my Attachment 
0 the Eſtabliſbed Church. — The Preheminence of 
lie latter, in my own Eſtimation, does not, and 
7 b | truly 


x PREFACE. 
truly ought not, to imply that I am under a Ne. 
ceſſity of condemning the Scriptural Doctrines o 
thoſe who differ from me only in the Modes and 
Forms of Worſhip.— Were I to do ſo, ſure I an, 
that however I might applaud my Head for th 
Sagacity of my Judgment, I could not but upbtad 
my Heart for the Defect of my Charity; and for 
the Neglect of Chriſt's grand Precept, . Love on 
anolber, that by this all Men may know ye are i 


* Diſciples.” —I heartily pity Bigotry of every Kind, h 
and cannot but obſerve, that there is ſcarcely any WM *? 
better Preſervative againſt that Narrowneſs of Mind, Wil „, 
which dictates ſuch Reflections as I am now endes ;: 
vouring to obviate, than this Treatiſe of Dr. Evans, 428 
J would therefore particularly recommend it to th: WM *" 
Peruſal of all who have any Sort of Tendency * 
to ſo uncharitable a Diſpoſition, — True Chriſtianity WM ne 
(ſuch as he deſcribes) inſpires the Soul with the WM ne 
molt generous Sentiments, enlarges our Capacitie, WI ** 
and transforms us into the Image of the D. 
PERTFECTIONS.— In our general Intercourſes with WM ln 
the Community, Chriſtianity renders us ftrictly WM ** 
obſervant of every moral Duty, and gives the p 
higheſt Luſtre to every Office of Humanity and 1 
Benevolence. In our religious Exerciſes, Chriſi- Wl : 
anity preſcribes fervent Devotion with temperate = 
Zeal, precludes the Narrowneſs and Heat of Bi- . 
gotry, the Fever and Flights of an enthufiaſtick Wil « 
Mind, the Gloom of Superſticion, and the Inlanity Wi ” 
of Fanaticiſm. N = . 
I am far from deſigning to confine any Reader WI .. 
ſolely to, the Uſe of this particular Treatiſe hov WI +: 
much ſoever I may eſteem it: Other religious Wl " 
Books are not only ſerviceable, but neceſſary : 1 N 
have therefore made for my Son a ſmall * Can = ; 

| 3 011 


* [print a Lift of this Collection, that any Perſon under va 
like Circumſtances may, if not otheraiſe provided, make the fame | a 
Uſe of them. be it remembered, hewwever, that 1 don't think myſelf | 4 
accountable for every Paculiarity, Sentiment, or Eæpreſſion of a" } 


A ul hot, | 
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of ſuch as appeared to me moſt likely to aſſiſt him 
in Prayer, and reading the Holy Scriptures to ac- 
quaint him with Self- Knowledge - to confirm him 
in practical Religion to guard him againſt the 
Attacks of Infidels, and the Artifices of Romiſh 
AB Prieſts. 
Huthor, whoſe Treatiſe I approve in general, and therefore recom- 
nend: It is the Spirit, Deſign, Uſe, and even 8ize, to which ] have 
principally attended; and am too ſenſible of the Deficiencies of Hu- 
nan Nature, to expect Perfection either in Men, or their Writings. 
Nelſon's fine Edition, in one Volume, with Cuts, of the Bible, 
Apocrypha, and New-Teſtament ; iUfrated with large Com- 
ments and Notes, explaining difficult Paſoges, correcting Mai- 
tran//ations, and reconciling ſeeming Contradictions.— Here too 1 


Huld have added my much valued Friend's, the late very learned, 


aud very worthy Dr. Doddridge's maſterly, and mo? uleful Para- 
phraſe on the New Teſtament, 7» 6 2rarto Volumes, had his 
Exp/ition been leſs bulky. 7he Common-Prayer Book, with 
Dr. Nicholls's Paraphraſe, iz Ofaws. Oſtervald's Argu- 
ments of the Books and Chapters of the Old and New Teſta— 
ment, with practical Reflections, in 3 Vols. 849. This awell 
merits the Attention of every Family. — Bp. Gaſtrel's Chriſtian 
Inſtitutes. The avhole Duty of a Chriſtian is here taught in the 
wry Words of Scripture. — Dr. Squire's (the Dean of Briftol ) 
Indifference for Religion inexcuſable. 7% is an excellent Col- 
ktion of the Ewidences which may be offered in Favour of the 


| Cirtainty, Importance and Harmony of natural and revealed Reli- 


ginn, and likely to make a laſting Iinpreſſion upon the Minds of the 
Readers, ſo that they may be ready always to give an A: ſocer 
tr every Man that aſteth a Reaſon of the Hoe that is in ii eiu.“ 


Dr. Maddox's ( /ate Bp. of Worcefter ) Proteſtant's Reaſons _ 
way he cannot turn Papiſt, | Price 34. ] This little Piece contains 


ferbaps the ſtrongeſt Arguments ever fenned in fo ſmall a Compaſs 
oainft the Artifices of the Romijo Prieſis. — Jenks's Ofices of 


Devotion. In this there is ample Proviſion made for all the ſpi- 


ritual Wants of a Chriſtian, and it may not enly be very uſeful at 
tie fiated Seaſon of Devotion, tut be profitably pernſed at any Inter- 
wa of Leiſure —Dr. Wilſon (late Bp. of Sodor and Man) on the 
vacrament. — Dr. Doddiidge's Riſe and Progreis of Religion 
in the Soul, — His very vjefu! Sermons to young Perions. (as 
they are entitled ) the Third and Sixth of which deſerve particular 
diteution.— And I entreat iy Sou for ſome Years to read them at 
lraft once in a Quarter. Nelſon's Practice of True Devotion.— 
Dr. Stonhouſe's Friendly Advice to a Patient. This is ſuitable 
in general to every fick Perſon ; and proper for the uninſtructed in all 
Conditions of Life. Dr. Bates on Death, Judgment, Heaven, 
ind Hell. — In this elegant Author there is ſuch a Viwacity of Ima- 
lation, and ſuch a Solidity of Judgment, as rarely meet together. 

| b 2 jt dir 
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X11 PRE FACE. 
Prieſts to teach him Contentment, Patience, an 
Reſignation to comfort him in Sickneſs— and 9 
ſupport him in the Hour of Death.—— A Co.. 
lection like This, may be varied, contracted, 
enlarged occaſionally ; I ſhall only obſerve, that i 
does not lie within the Compaſs, or ſuit the Cir. 
cumſtances of Mankind in general, either 30 pur. 
chaſe or read many Books; nor do I thin 0 
be greatly improved by it.— Let us only conſider 
how ſmall a Proportion the ſtudious and contem- 
plative Part of the World bears to the Active, the 
Buſy, and the Thoughtleſs : How few have either 
Leiſure or Inclination to peruſe a great Variety of 
Books, or could be able 20 digeſt them properly lo 
to ſelect the uſeful from the trivial, the clear from the 
obſcure, or the practical from the ſpeculative; and 
thereby to avoid that Confuſion of Ideas, which di 
ferent Opinions are apt to produce in undiſtinguiſ. 
ing Minds; it will Shen appear that true Knowledge 
is in general much better acquired by reading a f 

Books well choſen, and attentively conſidered, than 
by a much greater Number turned over in the curſo] 
and ſuperficial Manner, which 1s too common, 
But I return to our Author His Plan will ap- 
pear judicious and methodical, for which Reaſon! 
have added it at the End of this Preface, that it 
may be attentively conſidered, and retained in 
Memory. In the Account of his Life *, we find} 
his Precepts animated, and the CHRISTIAN LIE 
PER Vitally diſplayed. — When a Reader is well at. 
quainted with this Work, the Candour he will learn 
Sir Richard Steele's Chriſtian Hero. The celebrated Mr. 
Addiſon's Evidences of the Chriftian Religion. — Maſon 0 
Self-Knowledge. He ſhenus the Nature and Benefit of this in- 


portant Science, and the Way to attain it. —Dr, Young's Night. 


Thoughts, — Dr. Barrow's excellent Treatiſe on Contentmeli, 
Patience, and Reſignation. The pocberful and cloſe Rec/onin 
evhich diſtinguiſhes the Works of this juſtly admired Author, is b 
haptily employed in demonſirating the Neceſſity and Fitneſs if i 
entire Submiſſion to the Will of God under all Circumſtances. 
* Sce the Appendix at the End of this Summary. 
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from thence will prevent his criticizing upon the 


Variety of Diviſions in theſe Diſcourſes, though he 


ſhould be inclined to think ſome of them might be 


ſpared He will make Allowances for that Manner 
of Preaching which was in uſe ſo many Years ago, 
and judged proper at that Time for the thorough 


Diſcuſſion of the Points under Conſideration; tho? 


the more conciſe and modern Way ſhould better 


ſuit his own Taſte, as it does the Generality of an 


Audience. Even Tillotſon himſelf, the great Bar- 
row, Sharp, and their Contemporaries, are 2 


thought to be too full of Diviſions and Subdivi- 


fions——Poſlibly ſome of the general, as well as 


particular Heads in all theſe Writers, might be 
omitted, eſpecially in an Abridgment, without 


Injury to the Connection and Chain of Reaſoning. 


But the Views of a wiſe Reader, like thoſe of the 


pious Author, will center in ſomething greatly ſu- 
perior to any Conſideration of this Kind. ——Such 


a one will learn to diveſt himſelf of every Prejudice; 
will diſcover the Futility of molt of the controverted 


Points in Religion; will diſcern how Controverſy 


itſelf may be extinguiſhed and ſwallowed up by 
Charity ; and how the Duties of Chriſtianity are to 


be known and diſtinguiſhed by the moſt evident 


Characters, namely, by the true and heert-felt * 


Motives which are peculiar to them, 
There 


* Mere Morality may be practiſed with great Exαιrn fror: 
Motives entirely foreign to thoje of Chriſtianity : Nay, fartler, 
what is a Virtue in itſelß, may ceaſe to be fo, if it proceeds from: 
a corrupted Spring. — A mere moral Ban may tive irreproachabts, 
and do right Things; yet do nothing upon a right Principle. — 
As for Liſlance: Such a one may be chaſte and ſober, becauſe it 
enduces to his Health, or becauſe his Paſſions do not ſtimeslate hip: 


to the contrary Vices. He may be punctual, juſt, aud what ie 


Werld calls generous out of Policy and a Regard to Chara. 


He may be inaſtenſiue, civil to all, and particularly compaſſionaie 
 txwards theſe in Diſtreſs, and thereby gratify his own natural 
Diſpoſition, avithout once thinking of God, or his Duty. i hethen 


this be Conſtitution, Policy, Humanity, or whatſoever it be, moſt 
certainly it is not Religion; and therefore can ava! nothing in 
the Sizht of Ged, but looks for and receives its Reward elle ut here. 
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There is one Obſervation, ' which the beſt of 
Chriſtians in every Community have frequent] 
made; but to which Intemperance of Zeal, 1 
Prevalence of Paſſion have too often prevented x 
due Attention: It is this obvious and very mo- 
mentous Truth, viz. That the Tree is not more 
certainly known by its Fruit, than the Fruits by 
their Flavour: — Or, to ſpeak without a Figure, 
than the Ackions of Men by the Springs and Me- 
tives whence they proceed. | 

It is therefore moſt devoutly to be wiſhed that 
every Chriſtian would attend to TH1s with all that 
Diligence which its Importance deſerves ; ever re- 
membring that we, as Candidates for a bleſſed 
Immortality, are to put off our former corrupt 


(Cee Matt. vi. Ver. 2, 5, and 16.) On the contrary, every Refiraint 

of our Appetites and Paſſions, all Acls of Virtue, Chaſtity and Bene. 

ficence, proceeding from true Chriſtian Motives, (uch as the dent 
of our Duty to God and Love to Chriſt) are noted as ſuch by hin 

awvho knoweth the Heart; and are ſure to meet with their Reward, 
not in Things temporal, but in thoſe which are eternal. How they 

came entitled to this Reward, toe Saviour of Mankind has moſt clearly 

informed us, Matt. xxv. 40.—T purpoſely omit the condeſcending, gra- 

cious, and very comfortable Words that each Reader may 10 for, and 

rejoice in the Peruſal of them. ll Hat animated the P/almiſt in a 

2 of Piety, he declares in theſe Words, “] have ſet God always 

before me, Pſalm xvi. 8. And Joſeph's Expoſlulation is expreſſeue 

of the ſame Sentiments. ** How can I do this great Wickednels, 

{though for ever concealed from mortal Sight) and fin againſt 

God,“ Gen. xxxix. 9. Such is the Conduct of the really virtuous, 

a af upon Principles —T his clearly ſhews the Difference betaveen 

religious and political Influence in the Practice of Virtue ; and dij- 

tinguiſbes thoſe important Points, too often mifiaken and confounded, 

viz. Chriſtian Obedience, and mere philoſophic (or Pagan ) Morality, 

Men therefore ſhould always cos ſider upon what Motive they do a 

good Action, or refrain from a bad one, —T here are three principal 

Moti ves laid before us in Scripture, namely, Love, Fear, and 
Hope: Mary Magdalen returned to her Duty, from a Conſideration 

of God's Mercy, She loved much,” Luke vii. 47.—Noah was 

avrought upon by Fear, Heb, xi. 75,— Moſes <vas influenced by 

Hope, he had an Eye to the Recompence of Reward, Heb. xi. 26, 

All theſe Caſes are warranted by Hil; Writ ; and happy will it be 

for him awoho is actuated by ſome, or all of theſe Motives in every 
Part of his Conduct. 

Com- 
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communication, and to be renewed in the Spirit of 
our Minds, which in other Words, “ is 40 obtain the 
Chriſtian Temper,” and © as the Servants of Chriſt 
« ro do the Will of God from the Heart.“ All 
| have now to add is, that a late eminent and very 


learned Author frequently acknowledged that he 


had found more real Improvement from a ſteady 
Attention to this one Treatiſe of Dr. Evans's, than 
from many Volumes of the moſt diſtinguiſhed 


Writers in Divinity: Its happy Effects I have 
in ſome Meaſure found (would to God it were in 


a much greater Degree) by my own Experience 
and this has induced me to recommend it thus ear- 
neſtly to my Son, and to the World. | 

Fe . 


A Thoſe Paſſages in the Summary which are printed 


thrs in Italic Characters, are ſo diſtinguiſhed, that they may 


more eaſily point out and fix upon the Memory the principal 
Heads of each Diſcourſe. þ 


— — 


n I — * — „2 


A general View of Dr. Evans's PLAN. 


Vor. I. 
After laying down the Importance of knowing what 


Spirit or Temper we are of. See Diſcourſe i. He 


proceeds to ſhew, 


I. The general Character or Marks of ihe Chriſtian 


Temper, vi. 

A New Spirit, Diſcourſe ii.— A divine Nature, 
Diſcourſe 111. — The ſame Mind which was in 
Chriſt, Diſcourſe iv.—The Spiritual Mind is Life, 
and Peace, and the Carnal Mind is Death, Diſ- 
courſe v. and vi. Faith the main Principle of the 
Chriſtian Temper, Diſcourſe vii. 

II. The Branches of the Chriſtian Temper in re- 
lation to God, Cc. wiz, 

The Chriſtian Temper towards God, Diſcourſe 
vili. and ix. . 

The Chriſtian Temper towards Chriſt, as Me— 
diator, by Faith in Him, Diſcourſe x.—By loving 


Him, Diſcourſe xi. — By rejoicing in Him, Diſ- 


Courſe x11, | The 
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The Chriſtian Temper towards the Holy Spirit, 
Diſcourſe xiii-xiv—xV—xXvi. 
Diſcourſe xvii. and xvili. 

Chriſtian Fortitude, Diſcourſe xix. 

5 VoI. II. 

III. T he Chriſtian Temper in relation to ourſelves, 
VIZ, 

Preference of the Soul to the Body, and Dili. 
gence for it's Welfare, Diſcourſe i. 

Chriitian Humility, Diſcourſe ii. and 1.-—Purity, 
Diſcourſe iv. Temperance, Diſcourſe v. —Chrif. 
tian Contentment,, Diſcourſe vi. — Chriſtian Pa- 
tience, Diſcourſe vii. N 925 

IV. The Chriſtian Temper in Relation to other Men, 
VIZ. 

Loving our Neighbours as ourſelves, Diſcourſ; 
viii,—Doing to others as we would be done unto, 
Diſcourſe ix. —Chriſtian Meekneſs, Diſcourſe x.— 
Peaceableneſs, Diſcourſe xi, — A merciful Spirit, 
Diſcourſe xii.—Veracity ; or Truth between Man 


- The Spirit of Bondage, and Spirit of Adoption, 


and Man, Diſcourſe xui.—Charitably judging in 


oppoſition to Cenſoriouſneſs, Diſcourſe xiv. 

V. General Qualifications of the Chriſtian Temper 
F of it, 01325. 
_ Sincerity, Diſcourſe xv, — Conſtancy and Per- 
ſeverance, Diſcourſe xvi. — A tender Spirit, Dil- 


courſe xvii. — Chriſtian Zeal, Diſcourſe xvii, — 


_ Chriſtian Prudence, Diſcourſe xix.— A moſt im- 
portant Diſcourſe indeed! God grant that in our 
Conduct we may always unite Prudence and Inno- 
cence, and never forget that by the ſame Authority 
which requires us to be © wiſe as Serpents,” we 
are enjoined © 4% be harmleſs as Doves,” 


N. B. As there are no leſs than five Editions of Dr. Evans's 
Chriſtian Temper ; and as thoſe made uſe of by the ſeveral Gen- 


linen auto dreaw up the SUMMARY were ſometimes different, the 


Render will be ſo indulgent as to make an Allowance for a Dif- 


ference of a Page or two in ſome of the References to the Original; 
«hich, where it happens, was owing to this Cauſe. | 
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DISCOURSE 1. 


—. 
The Importance of 8 wing what Dick we are of. 


LUKE xix. 55 — Bat be turned and lee them and aid, ye 
know not wvPat Manner of Spirit ye are of. 


HE Diſciples when they made the Motion, for whick 
4 their Maſter reproved' them in theſe Words, ſcem to 
have been ignorant of the true Frame and Temper 
of their own Spirits, in which there was too much of 
private Revenge and Reſentment; or, at leaſt, a De- 
tet of Charity; though they thovght, ſhop were 
inflamed with Love to their Lord and a laudable Zeal 
for his Honour. This ns, who ſaw what was in 
Man, might juſtly blame in them, it being owing 
to the Want of a more careful Attention to their on 
Spirits upon this Occaſion, Hence} 

1 10 olfer wed, to be a. wery feulty Thing in any, eſpecially in 
100 6, 10 projeis to be the Diſciples of Chriſl, not to Anbau, abt 
Spirit (or Temper) they are of. Upon this Argument, our Author 
propaſes to ch, ider, | 

J. The Matter to be known, 

Il, And then, the Neceyity and Impoita ance of this Part of 
Unowledge. 


The Matter to * tnogon is a 2 He more FD ada 10 be en- 
guired into, 

Arte awe are concerned to nov, | 
it, Mat Spirit or 7 emper wwe are of predomiaantl; by Nature 
5 ih a vaſt Difference among Men, a Difference 
hood, before the Mind is moulded by Inſtruction, Ex- 
ample, or a Courſe of Practice, and hardly ever ex- 
tinguiſhed in riper Years.” Either a four and tugged 
Diſodrion: or an Faſineſs and Gentleneſs of Spirits 
an Inclination to Humanity and J'enderneſs, or the 
like engaging Turn of Mind. It would therefore be 
the Wiſdom of every Ilan to ſtudy his own Temper. 
For according to the Tendency of our Conſtitution, 
we may diſcover what Temptations in the ordinary 


how to improve the Advantages of a happier Conttitu- 
tion to our greater Serviceableneſs in Life, p. 8, 9, 10. 1 
2diy, What partic lar Principles and Ends govern us itt the 
particular Motions of our Spirits and tions of Life. Whether 
cur Principles be good or ban, and whether the Ends ave propoſe to 
ourſelves be right. 


founded in My moles Conſtitution; to be een in Chile » 


Courſe of Life need moſt to be provided againſt, and 


Vo“. I. B | [The 


- 1 


ö 


| (2) 
[The Morality of our Actions in the Sight of Gov, prix, 
cipally depends upon this. We ought therefore to be 
well aſſured, that the ſeveral deliberate Steps we take 
be agreeable to the Dictates of a good Spirit; and that 
that which is indiſputably good in itſelf be done upon 
right Principles and for right Ends, p. 11—13.] 
 3dly, What is the prevailing Diſpoſition of our Souls, whethy 
the Chriſtian Temper, or that which is oppoſite to it. 
[Whether a holy or heavenly Temper, or a ſinful and 
earthly Mind has the Aſcendency. For if our Diſpo- 
ficion be prevailingly ſinful or earthly, it is, at beſt, 
but {ill depraved Nature. And the worſt natural 
Temper, if rectified by Grace, is in the Way of Cure; 
and that Cure will gradually advance, till it arrive at 
the Perfection of the Spirits of the Juſt. And ſince 
| our Character takes its Colour according to the Reſo. 
| lution of this Queſtion, we are concerned moſt {eri. 
| ouſly to enter into the Proof our ownſelves, by care. 
| | fully ſearching the Word of God, and by conſider. 
H ing the Deſcriptions of a good Spirit given there, ei- 
ther in its general Nature, or particular Branches ; 
that we may behold our true Face in the Glaſs of the 
Goſpel, p. 315 
The Uſefulneſs and Neceſſity of knowing what Spirit (or Temper) 
We are of. | Ok 
1ſt, 4s ave are reaſonable Creatures, it is our neareſt and miſt | 
immediate Concern. | | 
[The moſt careful Enquiries about other Things are in 
Compariſon of this, nothing to our Purpoſe, And with- 
out the mL of our Spirits, which is the princi- 
pa! Part of ourſelves, the Power of Reflection will ap- 
pear to have been given us in vain, p. 15, 16.] 
2. As we are profeſſed Chriſtians, nothing deſerves to have ſi 
j much Streſs laid upon tt. | | 
[It is the Genius of the Religion of Jeſus to make his 
Diſciples of an excellent Spirit. And our great Mal- 
ter began his public Miniſtrations with pronouncing 
Bleſſedneſs principally to a new and holy Temper of 
Soul, 2bid,] | 
3. As xve aim at the Favour of God, it is principally to be re- 
garded by ns, becauſe it is principally regarded by him. 
[Men can judge only by outward Appearance. But God 
ſees deeper: And therefore the faireſt Outſide, without 
a right Temper of Soul, cannot poſſibly meet with Di- 
vine Acceptance, p. 17. 
4. 4s aue are obliged to a holy Life, it is neceſſary there Houli 
6 a Care of the inward Temper which is the Principal of it. 
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(3) 

As the Heart is, ſo the Life is likely to be. Like a Tree 
it brings forth Fruit after its Quality. If a good Tree, 
the Fruit will be good: And if a corrupt Tree, its 
Fruit corrupt; and the Tree is known by its Fruits, 
p. 17, 18. | Es 

. In ever wwe would ſecure inward Peace and Tranquility of 

ni, <ve ſpould carefully attend to the Temper of our Souls. 

[Paſſion and Appetite, where they are er. are 
Springs of Uneaſineſs and Diſquietude. And ſuch diſ- 
tempered Spirits, as are under their Government, can- 
not poſſibly be at reſt, Nor can we enjoy that {weet 
Peace which reſults from Reflection and Approbation, 
unleſs we are governed in our Actions by good Mo- 
tives; nor entertain a ſafe Hope of Eternity, without 
being able to diſcern a Fitneſs of Temper to the Hap- 
pinels in Reverſion, p. 18, 19.) 

6, Aare are in an enſuaring World, wwe are concerned to know 

Ben of our Minds. . | 
[This will enable us to ſee where our principal and moſt 

conſtant Guard 1s neceſſary ; what irregular Inclina- 
tions we ſhould ſet ourſelves moſt to mortity ; and where 
Satan is moſt likely to gain an Advantage over us. 
And indeed the general Knowledge of the Imperfection 
of our own Hearts, as well as our particular Weak- 
neſſes, is neceſſary to prevent our Confidence in our- 
ſelves, and to fix our Dependance upon divine Grace 
to keep us ſrom falling, 76:4] 

7 4; abe ſhould attend pm God's Ordinances and perform reli- 

Ins Exerciſes avith Advantave, Tus is necuful. ; 

{For want of this Knowledge of themſelves ill Men 
eſcape Conviction, and loie the Benefit of the ay teſt 
Means for their everlaſting Welfare; and Chriſt is not 
entertained, becauſe they ſce not their Need of him. 
And ſometitmnes good Men deny themic!ves the Com- 
fort offered chem, for want Fa fuller 4cquaintance 
at Home. Hence Preſumpti 4 15 encouraged on the 
one Hand; and umenſonab!) Deſpondencies on the 
other, are encreaſed, through « wrong Application of 
the Word of God, p. 20—22.] EO 

The U SH 7s to direct us. 


lit, Not to be afraid to know the Diſeaſe of our oven Hearts, 


15 1p 144) i 8 
e <vorſt of our Caſe. | 
wy, Often to view curſelves in the Glaſs of the Goſpel, where 
rorda bad Spirit (or Temper ) are plainly diſtiuguiſsed. And, 
Wy, To accompany all cur rational Enquiries «with earneſt 
Wer to God. | | | 

[That he wou'd ſearch and try vs, and enable us by the 


Grace of his holy Spirit to diſcern the true State of 
bur own Caſe, ] | | 


The End of the Firſt Discovass. 
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DISCOURSE il, 


The Chriſtian in Spir it, a new Spirit. 


2 


K iv. 23. — Aud be reneated in the S;irit of 1; 
Mind. 


i HE firſt general View of the C hriſtian Spirit 15, th 
it is anew Temper of Mind. And the Text lead: 
o bſerve, that] 
T hoſe who have learned Chrift to good Purpoſe, are ron 
in the Spirit of their Minds, 
[This is a frequent and familiar Repreſentation in eil 
ture; not ſignifring a Change of our Fac eulties, h 
the Introduction cf new and holy Qualities —2 
modelling oi the Soul, the Effects of which will x 
pear in the Conve rtation, p. 25—28.] 


It is propoſed, 


I. To caution againſt reſing in ſome Changes, which come fe 


of” this Rerowvation. 
II. To give a more harticular View of it, 


To caution againſt; fing in fome Char "ger, Wu wich come ſſurt 
* Renovation, As, 

. The aſſuming a new Na ame and Pr ion. 

Being called Chriſtians, or attached to one or ot 
Party into which Chriſtians are divided. p. 28. 

A bare Reſt; aint non te corrupt Spirit and 1 emper is 

13 Vaton. 

{ Conicience, a ſober Education, Fear or Shame ni 
ſuppreſs criminal Acts, or Gov may divert Temp 
tion, or with-hold Opportunity; yet the Heart may! 
vnrene w ed. P. 30. ] 

3. 4 partial Change in the Temper is not Renovation, 

Tue true Chriſtian is univerſally renewed. He i 

railingly inclined to all Branches of Goodnels. 
Man may aſſent to the Doctrines of the Goipe, 2 
there may be ſ:me Alteration in his Will and 4 
fectlions —nay he may be diſpoſed to ſome Part 
Goounels, but nc glect and be averſe to others. 
the renewed Spirit there is a Diſpoſition to dell 
vernment=—to all ſocial \irtues, and the Fear and l 
ot. Gop are its ru dling! mnciples, P · 31-35] 
FE. 
To pive a more fart cular View of this Renovation inþ 
Þrinci; We A. 74 7 " the 1 ind, 
1. 7/e Blind bas different 2 prehenſions of Things. 


15 


It begins with Light. Though it may have no neu 
i'ruths diſcovered to it, it has new Apprehenſions, 
ſees in a more clear, lively, convincing Manner, the 
Evil of Sin the Vanity of the World—his own ünful 
State — the Suitableneſs of Chriſt — and the IN cceiſity 
of Holineſs, p. 34 35. 

2. The Fractical Judgment is altered. 

He gives a lively Aſlent to divine Truths, feels the Bit- 
terneſs of Sin values the Saviour — eſtimates Things 
by the Relation they bear to the Intereſts of his 8 Soul, 
p. 30.] 

4 nwew Turn is given to his reaſoning Faculty, and a ncw 

f 3 of . it. 

4 [Not that the Faculty is altered, but its wrong Bias is taken 
off; it is employed as it ought to be, and concludes 
with more Truth and Impartiality than before — does 

9 not atch at plauſible Pretences in Favour of Sin. nor 

take Advantage from the Goſpel to make Conſcience 
kr . 
4. 4 Man's governing Aim, or chief End is altered. 
[Now it is to enjoy the Favour of God, as his ſupreme 
Happiacts, and to be plcaſing to him. — The Sinner 
15 br acht back to Gob, and it is his higheſt Am- 

7 bition to be acceptable to him. This is the moſt efential 
Part of the new Nature, p. 39, 40. 

5, Be 7s drtermined to ſuch a Courſe of Acting, as will moſt 
aun; ly fecure this Eid, 

lie complies with the preſcribed Terms — receives 
Chriſt — determines to practiſe the moſt difficult Du- 
ties—delights in holy ixerciſes—refolves againſt every 
known Sin—and all this with his whole Heart—and in 
Dependance on divine Grace, p. 41. 

b. Toe Exerc ſe of tve Gffeftions 1 Very d. ferent. 

[He is Accply concerned about his Intereſt i in Gop — 

greatly laments any unworthy Behaviour to him — nas 

a live cly RcJith for ſpiritual Bleſiings -— rejoices moſt in 
Gop's Favour, and his own Progreis i in Religion, and 
Foretaſtes of Glory, p. 42. 

8 E | 
I, Let us ſeriouſly examine, 3 her aue are thus reneaved. 

It may not be neceſſary to determine the Time, when 
thi Change was made; though thoſe who have been 
recovered from a profligate Courſe may know it. The 
Change may have begun fo early, ang proceeded ſo 


2 


2 


0 


r i 


grand! Inquiry is about the Change eee e cur 
governing Temper anſwers the above Deſcription, 


p. 43, 44. 


gradually in ſome, that they may not know it. The 


33 2. 


— — —— . 
———— — 3 


__; — 
—— —„—- — — — — Cite 


. 


4 þ 74 . r 
XA r — 4 


(6) 
2, If we Fnoav, or jufily fear, that ave are not renewed, let, 
wot deſpair, but {pecedily apply our;fefves in the appointed Way t 
feek this Change. | 
[By ſerious Conſideration — of our Sins — the Nec 
of a new Mature — the Good-Will of Cop to 91 
ners—the Offers of Grace and Salvation by Chris 
We are likewiſe diligently to attend Gop's Ordinance; 
and continue inicant in Prayer, p. 46.} 
3. Let the befl remember the luperfection of the new Nature! 
them, and labour to cultivate it, till it arrive at Perfection. 
[We have a Covenant-Security for its Advancement, i 
the Way of Duty, p. 47. ; | 


The Eud of the Second Discounss. 
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DISCOURSE III. 


The Chriſtian Temper, a divine Nature. 


ww 


—— 


2 PETER i. £ —T hat theſe ve might be Partakers of the a vine 


Nature. 


HE divine Nature here does not ſo much ſignify Gop 
I himſelf, as divine Qualities, or a divine Nature, Tem- 
per and Diſpoſition. [And the chriſtian Spirit may be 
ſo called, 1.) As it is derived from Gop. Hence true 
Chriſtians are ſaid to be born of Gopy, and born of 
the Spirit —2.) As it leads to Gop; and 3.) As it makes 
Men like Go, is a God-like Diſpoſition, P. 48, 52.] 
It is propoſed, 
I. To offer ſome Things to fate aright the Meaning of this 
Truth. 
II. Point at ſome principal Inflances wherein the Chriſtian 
Diſpsfition is a God like Nature. N 


To ate the Meaning of this Truth, | 
1. There are ſome Paris of the renewed Diſpoſiti on, ewhich do 
nat properly reſemble any Thing in God. 

[Such as reverential Fear, Humility, W Truſt, 
Subjection, Repentance, Faith in Chriſt; and ſome 
other Acts of the Mind, which only ſuit the preſent 
State of Imperfection, p. 53, 54.] 

2. There are many Perfections in Go, to which the Divine 
Nature in us bears no pro ; Likeneſs. 

[Such as Independence, Supremacy, Omniſcience, Self- 
Sufficiency. The Divine Nature in us includes indeed 
ſuch Diſpoſitions as bear a Correſpondence, though not 
a Likeneſs, to God's inimitable Perſections, i. e. a Tem- 
per of Soul, becoming the Belief and Confideration of 
them.—But in his r Perfections we cannot aſpire 
at too near a Likeneſs. It is a Tranſcript of theſe 
Excellencies into the Temper of our Souls, that be- 

longs to the new Nature, p. 55, 57.] | 

3. Where there is a real Likeneſs to Gob, we muſt ever hum- 
05 remember the vaſt Diſproportion between the Original and the 
9p Þ | 

[There is ſuch a Diſproportion at preſent, and will be ſo 
ior ever, though the Saints in Glory will ſtill be Ro- 
ing more like him, p. 58.] 

4. Thoje Perfection, „ Odd to which the divine Nature in us 
bears ſome Likeneſs, may in many Caſes, expreſs themſelves in dif- 
eren Inflances in God and us, accor ding to our different State and 


Condition, 
B 4: He 


4 
1 
+. 


5 (8) SO OE 
. [He diſplays his moral Perfection by many Ways, where. 
in we cannot pretend to imitate him ; particularly his 
Juſtice, p. 59.] | by 
Jo point at fome principal Iuſtauces, wherein the new Nature i 
2 Rejemilance of God. | 
I. As it is a holy Diſpoſition, it is a Conformity to @ Holy God. 
[ Holinefs includes all moral Exceltencies; 1s a genera] 
Fectitude of Nature, an Averſion to, and Separation 
from, all moral Evil. Thus ſhould we be holy in all 
Manner of Converſation, and be ſolicitous after uni. 
verial ReQtitude, p. 60, 01.] 
2. As it is a Diſpoſition founded in Light and Krowledve, it 
bears in our Mea ſure a Rejemblance of God. 
[The firſt Step to our recovering the Image of God, 
is the Re-entrance of Light into the Soul with ſuch 
Efficacy as to renew its Diſpoſitions, p. 62.] 
3. As it ts à Diſpoſition to Righteouſueſs, to do Fuſtice to all, it 
is a Confermity to God, 
[When we give Gop and dur Fellow-Creatures their re- 
ſpective Rights, according to all the Claims they have 
from us, we reſemble Gop, who is perfectly righte- 
ous, p. 63.] . 
4 As it 12 165 Goode ſs, Lowe, and Mercy in it. | 
[When we love all good Men with a particular Affection 
When our Love to all Men is diffuſive, free, and 
diſintereſted When we are ready to ſhew Compaſſion 
do the Miſerable—Forbearance to the Injurious, and a 
hearty Good-Will to our Enemies—then we reſemble 

Son, p. Oh, S.. JI 80 

5 A. t comprehend truth aud F. aithfulneſs, 

[When we are faithful to all our Promiſes and Engage- 
ment —ſincęre in our Declarations and Profeſſions of 
Reſret, both ro Gop and Man, we reſemble him. 
p. CG. ] VETS | 

The USE. a 

1. See what is the moſt ſubſtantial Part of Religion; that which 
conſtitutes a divine Nature in us. | 

[This is the End, the very Soul of Religion, and that 

Which is merely external and the Means of Religion, 

are not to be ſubſtituted in its Room. Thoſe I ruths 

are moſt important, and thoſe Errors moſt fatal, which 

promote or obſtruct the divine Nature in us, p. 67.] 

2. Let us be thankful fer the Advantages we have for a divine 

Life, berond the Heathen by the fuller Notices given us of his 


Perfections in Scripture. 


[IThey thought Gop ſuch a one as themſelves, and 
therefore diſtonoured him and themſelves. We ſhal 


(9) 
be more inexcuſable than they, if we continue unlike 
him, p. 68. 
3. We may ſee the Neceſſity of the new Nature, in order to our 
Hafpineſs in God. | 
[He cannot treat us with Favour and Friendſhip if our 
Tempers are contrary to his; nor could we ourſelves 
be happy in him, p. 69. ] 
4. Let us therefore make it our great Aim and Scope to be like 
tim; fince this is the Defign of the Goſpel. | 
It ſhould be our daily Care to deface thoſe Impreſſions, 
which make us unlike him; and to cultivate a God- | 
like Spirit more and more—by improving the Goſ- | 
pel-Promiſes of Forgiveneſs, the Aids of the Spirit, 
and eternal Liſe— His Benefits, and Chaſtiſements, ] 
and all his holy Ordinances ſhould be improved to the | 
| ſame Purpoſe; and he will aſſiſt us by his Spirit, 


P- 69, 71] * 


The End of the Third Discovzsx. 
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DISCOURSE IV. 


The Mind and Temper of a Chriſtian ſtould be 
conformable to the Mind wiich Chriſt ex preſs'd. 


— 


—— .* 


PHIL, Xl. 5,—Let the ſome Mind be in you, which vas alſo in 
1 Cypriſt Jeſus, | | 
THE Author in this Dijcour/e, 


I. States properly the Nature of our bearing a Reſemblance to 


the Mind of Chriſt. 


II. Shews the Reaſons why aue ought to bear a Reſemblance to 
the Mind of Chriſt. | 
I 


The Nature of our bearing a 
is properly abel. uk 
iſt, Sue Things are neceſſary to be found in the Temper of a 
Chriſtian, in which Chriji cannot be our Example. | 
[Piz. Thoſe Virtues in us, wich ſuppoſe our Guilt and 
fallen Eſtate, as Repentance and Faith. 
So Ii xeavi ſe, | 
2dly, Thoſe Actions, which were peculiar to Chrift as the 
Meſſiab, admit not of any Imitation. = 
[Such as his faſting forty Days ; his Miracles that he 
wrought for the Confirmation of his Miiſion ; his re- 
vealing his Father's Will, founding his Church, and 
offering a Sacrifice for the Sins of the World. And 
yet the Diſpo/itions Chriſt expreſſed in theſe, and his 


eſemblance to the Mind of Ch: 


other molt extraordinary Acts, wiz, A chearful Obedi- 


ence to God, an unwearied Application to his Work, 
and an extenſive Love to Mankind, may and ought to 
be imitated by us in our ordinary State, p. 74, 75, 
76, 77, 78 ] Ir 


The Reaſons why wwe ought to bear a R:ſ"mblance to the Mind 
of Chriſ!, are, | 
iſt, Becauſe it æuas evidently one of the Ends for which God 


ſent his Sem into the World, to give us a living Repreſentation of 


thoſe Graces and Virtues, which are truly pleaſing to God in the 


kuman Nature. 


[The Care God has taken to make us acquainted with 
the Temper of Chriſt, by inſpiring no leſs than four 
Evancelits with the Holy Ghoſt, to record his Life 
and Actions for the Uſe of the Church in all Ages, 
evidently ſhows, how high a Place the Imitation of him 
ſhould have in the Chriſtian Syſtem.—But this Deſign 
is ungueſtionably demonſtrated by the moſt expreſs 

Declarations Chriſt himſelf has made to induce us to 
regard him, as one that was to teach us, not only ed 
15 


( 11) 
his Doctrine, but alſo by his Example, Matth. xvi, 24. 
xi. 29. Joh. xv. 12. xiii. 15. &c. p. 78, 79, 80, 81.] 
2d, He avas a Pattern admirably jit to be propoſed to our Imi- 
tatirn for the following Reaſons. 
iſt, At be was an Example in our own Nature. 
[Gop a Being moſt powerful and bleſſed in himſelf can- 
not be a Pattern to us in any of thoſe Duties, which 
are peculiar to frail Creatures; ſuch as Fear, Reve- 
rence, Tru in another, Obedience to the Laws of a 
Superior, and the Duties of ſocial Life. But as the 
Son of Gop is alſo the Son of Man, his Example is 
familiar, and ſuited to our Imitation. ] 
2. His Circumſtances and Conduct when he took our Nature upon 
him, rendered him a Pattern of extenſive Uſefulneſs. 
[The greateſt Part of Mankind are placed by Providence 
in a low Condition; and Chriſt, by exemplifying the 
Graces peculiarly ſuited to ſuch a State, accommo- 
dated himſelf to the Inſtruction of the largeſt Number 
of our Species. Eis Converſation likewiſe was with 
Freedom. He was no ſullen Recluſe, but frequented 
the Places of public Concourſe ; mingled familiarly 
with all Sorts of Men, and went about doing Good to 
all.— His Example was perfect, ſetting forth to us all 
the Graces and Virtues of our Nature in its uncor- 
rupted State : fo that it has the Authority of a Rule, as 
well as the Advantage of an Example, p. 82, 83, 
| 84, 8c.] | . 
3. The Relations in which we ſtand to Chrift, and the Con- 
nexions ewe have with him, oblige us to endeavour to reſemble him. 
[He is our beſt Friend, and we naturally imitate thoſe 
whom we love. He is our Maſter ; and it is the Pro- 
perty of Diſciples to affect a Similitude with their 
Teachers. He is our Head, and we are his Members 
actuated by the ſame Spirit, and therefore the like 
Fruits of the Spirit ſhould ſhow themſelves in us—He 
1s to be our final Judge, and as ſuch, will own and re- 
ward none, who are deſtitute of his Likeneſs, Matth. 
vii. 22, 23. Laſtly, He is to be the Model of our 
future Happineſs, which is often deſcribed by being 
wwith the Lord: but how can we dwell and converſe with 
him in Comfort, unleſs there be an Agreement of 
Mind and Temper between us? p. 86, 87, 88.) 
Reſiections and Uſes. | 


1. We plainly learn from the foregoing Diſcourſe, that Chriſftian- 
ty in its main Deſirn is practical. EEE 
[The Author of it firſt ved it himſelf, and the Scope 
and Aim of this Religion is our copying after his 
Example.] Op 


2. The Goſpel juperior to the Diſpenſation by Maſe.— 


3. How 


— eo er end 
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3. Hob inexcufable therefore ſhall aue be, if ave are not re. 
covered to a God-like Temper by this moſt W at, Diſfenſatien ! 

{Which has not only the moſt perfect Precepts, but alfo 
the moſt lively and engaging Example !] 

4. With what Attention ſhould wwe fludy the Geofjol-Hifiory, 
arhich gi 11 des us the Picture of the Mind of our Loy. 

hat we may be © changed into the ſame Image, from 
Glory to Glory!“ 2 Cor. ili. 18.] 
. How earneſily ought we to pray for the ſame divine Spirit, 
with which Chriſt was anointed without Meaſure. 

That we may be formed to the ſame Mind according to 
our Meajure and Capacity. ] 

6. How cautious fpould wwe be, never to allow ourſelves to reſt 
in any Thing, that is ſhort of a real and growing Conformity io car © 
Lord. 

{But ill follow after this, If that we may apprehend 

that, for which alſo we are apprehended in Chriſt 
Jeſus. wo 

„A. far as this is our Aim, wwe may receive Comfort, from the 

ardent Glory of Chriſt, 

[For as his heavenly Mind and Converſation ended in 
heavenly Glory ; ; ſo our preſent Imitation of him on 
Earth is a Pledge of our future Confor mity to him in 
Heaven, P. 88, 89, 90, 91, 92. ] 


The End of the Fourth Discovrse. 
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DISCOURSE v. 


A Carnal and a Spiritual Mind. 


—— — 


ROM. viii. 6. For to be carnally minded is Deeth : but to be ſpi- 
ritually minded is Life and Peace. 


| N the former Part of this Epiſtle the Apoſtle deſcribes 
I the ſinful State in which the whole World is involved, 
whether Jews or Gentiles ; and ſhews that the Way of 
Salvation for both was, not by any Merit of our own, 
but by the gracious Pardon of our Sins, and Sanctifica- 
tion of our Souls through Jeſus Chriſt. But they only 
are in Chriſt (to this purpoſe) who walk not after 
the Fleſh, but after the Spirit, for (under any Diſpen- 
ſation whatever) 20 be carnally minded is Death: but to 
be ſpiritually minded is Life and Peace. 
In theſe Words wwe have, 5 | 
I. To oppoſite Characters which divide all Mankind into tavo 
Parties. The carnally minded, and ſpiritually minded. 
II. The evil and miſerable Effefts of the one. The Excellency 


and good Conſequences of the other. One is Death: The other Life 
and Peace. | : 


The Author undertakes, 
To explain the different Temper of Mind expreſied here, literally 
tranſlated, The minding of the Flejp; and the runding of the 
_ Spares | | 8 
| The th ver. leads us to conſider F/S and Sęirit as diffe- 
rent Objects of the Mind's Exerciſe. It will be need- 
ful therefore to explain, (1) He OfjecZs. (2) That 
Temper of Mind with Reference to cach which makes 
this Difference in the Characters of Men.] 
1ſt, For the meaning of the terms Fiel and Spirit, it may be 
proper to obſerwe. | 5 | 
1. The Ground of the Diſtinction is laid in the original Frame 
of human Nature, | | 
[As it conſiſts of Body and Soul, each of which has its 
peculiar Intereſts ; the Body in earthly Things, and 
ſenſual Enjoyments : the Soul in moral Excellencies, 
and the Enjoyment of God. The Soul was defigned 


other. In this Diſtinction betwixt the dificrent In- 

tereſts of Body and Soul, the Diſtinction betwixt Fleſh 

and Spirit 15 founded. : 

2. Theſe Terms in the New Teſtament commonly ſrenify Human 
Nature, either as actually depracved, or recovercd. 


la, 


(14) 

[By the Fl;þ is meant, not only the Body and its Tn. 
rereſts, but the Mind ſunk (as it were) into the Body, 

biaſſed and enſlaved by it to the Neglect of its own 

proper intereſts and the Favour of God. On the other 


the Grace and Spirit of God, and reſtored to its right 
Office and Purſuits, ] 


. Aerceably io the foregoing Ol ſervations, the Fleſp ſignifies 
th 4. N Things Which are ſuited to the IR and io the depraved Iu- 


clinations of the Mind, The Spirit ficnifies Things which conduce 
to refine 4 nd ecuicte its Actings now, js ſecure a : Happineſi gree- 
able to its immeartal Nature. 

2dly, I hat is mount by minding the Fleſh, or the Spirit. 

1 he Word figniſies to affect or reliſh, to prefer; to ſeek 

With Care and. Concern.— But fince the Apoſtle makes 
this Temper o © Mind towards the Things of the Fleſh 

and of the Spiri oppoſite Characters of Men. 

It may be ft to ct ve, 
1. There is à regard to our outward Intereſts, as well as to 
thoſe which are Spiritual, 

[Which is both lawful and required in the preſent 
State 

2. Therei is 155 3 of a ſinful minding of the Fleſh, even by 
good Men in this imperfect State. _ 

[Which yet is not inconſiſtent with the other being juſtly 
deemed their denominating Character. The beſt Men 
complain of the Remains of a carnal Mind.] 

5. 7 reſe Cho -aiers therefore belong to Men, mot as if they were 


perjectl, aud entirely either the one or the other : but according io 


that Temper which prevails. 


[By how much the more Strength the carnal Mind re- 


tains, ſo much the more doubtful muſt our Judgment 
be which of theſe Characters really belongs to us. 
It is therefore neceſſary for our Comfort, as well as it 
is our Duty, to ſee that the Biaſs the right Way become 
every Day ſtronger.] 
Would ave know the prevailing 7 emper of the Mind toxcard; the 
de or Sherit. 
| Le are to Confia der 57 Matter in the deliberate Judginent 
1 7 ble Soul, vieh re, erence ts the one or the other. 
[The cu! ing eee in a carnal Mind is in favour of 
this World, whatever ſpiritual Notions may be in his 
Head; but a ſpiritual Mind, upon ſerious ballancing 
the Matter, is ſully convinced of the Reality and 
Worth of ſpiritual and eternal Helin above all 
worldiy Good. 
. The Leite, of the Mind ts s diſcover iu the mare ff hd Heu- 
1 of " the Thr 407 . 


[Tie 


hand, by the Spirit is meant the Soul as recovered by 


0; 


| — 


9 


[The ſpiritual Mind will fet itfelf frequently and defi- 


ouſly to meditate on ſpiritual Things. In the midft of 

worldly Buſineſs will find Opportunities to mix ſome 

ſerious Thoughts, and eſpecially gladly improve the 
reater Leiſure of the Lord's-day this Way.] 


3. T avill appear from the bent of the Heart and AfeFions | 


tither to carnal, or ſpiritual Things. 


[The carnal Man's higheſt Delights, Defires, Hopes, 


Fears, or Uneaſineſſes, ariſe from the Things of this 
World: thoſe of the ſpiritual from Things of another.] 


4. Ta the Afivity ſhewn in the Purſuit of theſe ſeveral Ends. 
5. In the Ballance given to the ſeveral Intereſts of Fla and 


Stirit, 6 
[There may be Occaſions wherein we cannot maintain 


auhen they come in competition. 


a good Conſcience without going contrary to the Judg- 
ment and Importunity of Friends, or loſing the Fa- 


vour of thoſe to whom otherwiſe it would be our 


gion. 


Inclination and Intereſt to approve ourſelves without 


running great Hazards in our own Perſons and Families 
too, and involving thoſe who are very near and dear 
to vs in great temporal Inconveniencies. Here the 
carnally minded are like to break with Chriſt ; but the 
ſpiritually-minded will ſnew that their Love to him is 
ſupreme.] 8 | ; 
The Improvement of all this is, 


That «ve Examine ourſelves upon this diflinguijoing Head of Reli- 


Thoſe muſt make hard ſhift to evade Conviction, who 


give up themſelves to work all Uncleanneſs with Gree- 
dineſs. But yet others ſhould not haſtily conclude 
themſelves ſpiritually- minded merely becauſe they 
have eſcaped the groſs Pollutions that are in the 


World. — Cr becauſe they Statedly attend the out- 
ward Means of Grace. — Or becauſe they are right 


in their Opinions. — Or receive the Truths of the 
Goſpel with a Flaſh of Aﬀection. ] 


The End of the Fifth Discourss. 
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DISCOURSE Vi 


A carnal and a ſpiritual Mind. 
ROM. viii. 6.— For to be carnally minded is Death; but 10 * 
fſpritually-minded is Life and Peace. 


[ THF. different Temper of Mind expreſſed by carnally 
and ſpiritually-minded, having been explained,) 
= The Author proceeds lo conſider, | 
II 


The Evil and Hatefulneſs of being carnally-minded, the Git. 
meſs and Excellence of being ſpiritually-minded; to be carnally. 
minded is Death ; lo be ſpiritually-minded is Life and Peace. 

[Life 1s metaphorically uſed in Scripture to expreſs the 
greateſt Good: Death the greateſt Evil. Peace every 
Thing that is defirable, particularly Peace with Gob 
and Conſcience, in Oppoſition to that ſhocking En. 
mity againſt Gop which is aſcribed to a carnal Mind 
in the following Verſe.] ES 

I. In the very Nature of the Thing, to be carnally- mind! i; 
3 Death : but to be ſpiritaally-minded is the trueſt Life if 
the Soul, Hepes 

1. Spiritual-mindedneſs is Life, for a Man of this Temper is 
diſpaſed to the proper Acts of ſpiritual Life. | 
lll.) He is ſenſible of, and ſuitably affected with theſe 

Things. (2.) A ſpiritual Mind is fitted for the Enjoy- 
ment and Happineſs of the ſpiritual Life; ſuch as the 
Favour of Gov, the Conſciouſneſs of a ſincerely regu- 
lar Life, Victory over his Appetites and Paſſions, the 

Pleaſure of honouring Gop and ſerving his Genera- 
tion, the Light of Gop's Countenance, and Commu- 
nion with him in the various Exerciſes of Religion, 
Joys a carnal Mind intermeddles not with, p. 118, 121.] 

2. In Refpeft of God's Sentence and Conſtitutivn, to be carnali;- 
minded is Death, or the Way to everlaſting Miſery : but to be jji- 
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ritually- minded, the Way to eternal Life and Hat pincj+. 
1. The carnal Mind maſt I ue in everlaſting Death, | 
[In the future State their ſpiritual Death will be fixed and 
conſummated, their Enmity againſt Gov riſe to :t 
utmoſt Height. They will be fiript of all their ſenfual 
Enjoymients, and for ever incapable of any other. And 
beſides this, all which can make Miſery conſummate | 
will be inflicted: the Wrath of Gop, the Fire 
of Hell, the Worm of Conſcience, the Society ei 
Devils. This is the Sentence Which God hath pub- 
liſned againſt all ſuch, which E Will never royeric, nor 
is it poſible for any one elſe to 1evoile it. 1 
3. 14 
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2. 7 1 ritual Mind fall; iſſue in everlaſting Life „ 


[The ſpiritual Life is to be perfected, all Tears ſhall be 
wiped away, they ſhall enter into Reſt, to Fullneſs of 
Joy in God's Preſence, Pleaſure for evermore at his 

ight Hand. They are entitled to this by the Tenor 

of the Goſpel-Covenant. They are fitted and fitting 
— for it, and have the Beginning, the * 
and ſome Fore-Taſtes of it at preſent.] 


REFLECTIONS. 

1. We may fix this in our Minds as the principal and moſt im- 
portant Diſtinction that can be amongſt Men, vix. The carnally 
and the ſpiritually-minded. 

2. We may confider this farther as the principal Thing wherein 
ene Chriſtian is better than another. 

3- What a mortifying Conſideration is it that that be 
Mind, by which aue are raiſed above the lower e is be- 
come carnal, 

4. What Reaſon 85 we to be thankful for what i 15 ; commonly 
called reſtraining Grace? 


[In what a diſma] State would this World 5 if it were 


not for ſuch Things as the Biaſs, of a good Education, 
natural Conſcience, the Awe of the civil Magiſtrate, 
a Senſe of Shame from Men, providential Preventions 
from Opportunities of ſinning, and the like; where a 
religious Fear of Gop is wanting, we ſhould live in a 
conſtant Hell upon Earth; and one Man of a carnal 
Mind would be a Devil to another. ] | 

6: 1 was unſpeakable Grace in God to undertake the Cure of 
fuch carnalized a b. aud ſend his only begotten Son for this 
Parpoſe, 

"Let us who are directly intereſted herein join in the 
angelic Song of Praiſe for this good Will towards 
Men.] 

6. How much does it lie upon every one of us to ſee that under 
this divine Method of Care, the carnal Mind be eſtectually fubaued 
in ourſelves? 

7. How thankful ſpould every true Chriſlian be that be is de- 
lvercd from fo great a Death? 

8. Let Chriſtians behave as ſenſible of their remaining Carnal: ”” 

[Walking humbly with Gop, watching againit in-dwel- 
ling Sin, reaching forwards towards Perfection, and 


looking forward with longing Expectations of it in 


another Life.] 
9. Let the ſad Condition of carnal | Minds engage all true 
Chrifizans to uſe their beſt Endeavours for the Recovery of others. 
This eſpecially behoves Heads of Families and Miniſters, ] 


The Eul of the Sixth DiscoursE. 
8 3 D 18. 
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DISCOURSE VII. 


Faith the main Principle of the Chriſtian Temper, 


2 Cor. v. 7.— For we walk by Faith not by Sight. 
1 HE Apoſtle's Deſign in theſe Words is to expreſs a 


Diſadvantage in a Chriſtian's preſent State, compared 
with that which he hath in Proſpect. Faith is repre- 
ſented as a Way of Perception, which falls ſhort of 
Sight; but then on the other Hand it is intimated to 
be the beſt and molt extenſive Principle we have in our 
State of Trial; ſo that the greateſt Heights of Chriſ- 
71 in chis World, are ſet out as flowing from 
aith | 
The Author * ſe this Paſſage to ſhew the eminent Place Faith 
hol is in forming the whole Chriſlian Temper and Life ; and en- 
araUVours, 
I. To give ſome Knee of Faith, and, a 
II. Shews the Fitneſs of it to have a * commanding 75 e. 
ence upon the M hole of the 8 8 Temper and Life, 


Te explain the Nature of Faith. 


[ Which being diſtinguiſhed from Sight, points r 


the ſpecial Objects of it, and to that kind of Per- 
ſuaſion which is implied in the Term Faith. 
0 The ſpecial Objects of Faith are Things not ſeen, 
1. They are plai 3 diſtinguiſhed from the Concerns and nue 
E: thi, e1fible World. 

[The Generality of People have their main Regard to 
Things which come within the Notice of Senſe, have 
their Hopes and Fears (the immediate Principles of 
Action) raiſed principally by the Apprehenſion of out- 
ward Good and Evil. But the Thoughts of a true 
Chriſtian, have another turn from the Notice he has 

obtained of other Things beyond the Reach of Senſe, 

and which relate to Intereſts beyond this ſeen World, 

_ appearing to him of ſuch Reality and Weight as to 
command his principal Attention, wiz. The Eternal 
State itſelf, or ſuch Things as in their Tendency have 
an Aſpect on his everlaſti ting well or ill-being. 

2. ) They are juſily deſcrived in their true and proper Nature 
ty this Character, that they are Things not ſeen. 

[Many of them are in themielves of a ſpiritual Nature, 
and ſo not capable of being Objects of Senſe, God 
himſelf is ſo. The Providence of God is fo, while 
outward Events themſelves are obvious to Senſe. The 
Bleflings which are of principal Account with a Chriſ- 
tian, come not u ithin the Verge of Senſe. His moſt 

formidable 


(19) fs 
formidable Enemies are inviſible too.—Several Things 
which the Chriſtian believes are above his Compre- 
henſion, attended with Difficulties he cannot ſolve, as 
to the Manner of their being, and yet he firmly be- 
lieves them. Some of the Objects of Faith are Things 
paſt and gone, only a few in one Age, and Part of the 
World had an Opportunity to ſee them, they are Matter 
of Faith to ſuch as come after them. —Other Things 
are at a Diſtance from us, beyond our World, as the 

reſent State of the inviſible World, the Happineſs of 
Hol Angels and Saints departed. The Miſery of 
thoſe dead in Sin. — And Iaftly, Many of them are 
future, as the ſecond coming of Chriſt, the Reſur- 
rection, final Judgment, and future Rewards and Pu- 
niſhments. ] | 
2. The hind of Per ſuaſion a Chriſtian hath concerning theſe 
Tings is expreſſed by Faith in oppoſition to Sight, 
1. This may fignify a Perſuaſion upon any other Ground than the 
Evidence of Senſe, ſo as to take in Reaſon and Teſtimony too, 
But, | 5 
2. Faith in Scripture more ſtrictly fignifies a Perſuaſion founded 
i the Teſti mony of God. n 


To ſhew the fitneſs of Faith, to have a commanding Influeng © 
gon the whole of the Chriſtian Life. 
1. The Oljects of Faith are admirably ſuited to this Purpoſe. 
[The Nature and Attributes and Example of God. The 
Authority as well as Reaſonableneſs of his Precepts. 
The Promiſes and Threatnings of his Word are greatly 
adapted to this Purpoſe.] | 5 
2. The Reaſon of Faith is very forcible, The Teſtimony of God 
that cannot lie. ö 3 
3. The Inſtitution of Faith to be the main Principle of the Di- 
une Life, makes it eſpecially ſucceſsful to that Purpoſe. | 
[Not only the Aptitude of the Means, but his Bleſſing is 
neceſſary to Succeſs, and can we have a greater En- 
couragement in this Caſe than his own Appointment of 
the Means??? 5 
The AFFLICATION. 
This confiſts of three general Exhortations. 
1. Let us ſe that ave have ſuch a Faith asis fit to be an effe tual 
Principle of the Chriſtian Temper and Life. | 
[That what we believe hath a Foundation in the Word 
of God, extending our Faith in what God has re- 
vealed as far as we can, and ſtriving and praying daily 
for a more full and lively Perſuaſion of thoſe Divine 
Truths we are acquainted with.] . 
2. Let it be our conſtant Care to avall by Faith, 
{That this be the prevailing Principle which governs and 
diſcriminates our Temper and Life. That we reduce 
| 2 every 


( 20 ) 
every Object of our Faith to Practice, and that we 
make uſe of the ſeveral Objects of Faith to their pro- 
per Purpoſes. (I.) Every known Precept of God 
thould be reduced to Practice as Occaſions offer, (2. 
The Perfections of God ſhould be ſeverally conſidered 
as each of them may be moſt ſuitable to our preſent 
Caſe, as his all-ſeeing Eye under a Temptation from 
Secrecy, his Juſtice, Wiſdom, Power, Mercy, and the 
like. (3.) His Providence ſhould be eyed and owned, 
according to our Circumſtances, his Mercies received 
with Thankfulneſs, his Sovereign Pleaſures ſubmitted 
to with Patience, and all our Cares caſt upon hin, 
(4.) His Promiſes ſhould be applied for our Encourage. 
ment in our Courſe. (5.) The Terrors of the Lord, 
ſhould be repreſented to our Mind for our Admonition 
and Caution. (6.) Chriſt ſhould be had a proper re. 
gard to in his ſeveral Offices through the whole Courſe 
| of the Chriſtian Life.] | 
3. Let us perſevere in walking by Faith, till we arrive at | 
Sigbt. | 

[To enforce all this conſider, a Life of Fatth 1s highly 
reaſonable. — Moſt ſatisfactory and comfortable, — 
Bears the neareſt Reſemblance to the Life of Heaven.— 
Will be perfected there by being turned into Sight, — 
And it has been the Life of the Excellent of the Earth 

in every Age of the World. 


The End of the Seventh Discouxs:. 


DISCOURSE VIII. 


Godlineſs; or, a Chriſtian Temper towards GOD. 


2 Per. i. 6. — And to Patience, Godlinefs. 


AFTER ſeveral general Repreſentations of the Chriſ- 
[ tian Temper, our Author proceeds to Godlineſs, or a 
religious Regard to GOD, as a moſt important Part 
of it; and] . Ss. | | 

It is propoſed, | 
I. To ſhew wherein Godlineſs conſiſts. ES 
Il. The indiſpenſible Obligations of Chriſtians to it. 

| hg 


To ſhew wherein Godlineſs conſiſts. 
The eſſential Branches of Godlineſs are, 
ilt, A reverential Fear of Go. J | 
[Founded in his Superiority over us and our entire De- 
pendance upon him, and reſulting from our Relations 
to him. This is due to him from all intelligent Crea- 
tures, and due from us as Sinners, whoſe Terror of his 
Wrath is nevertheleſs relieved and mitigated by the 
Grace of the ore and the Mediation of Jeſus Chriſt, 
). 158—162. | | 
s. 5 Lowe to GO p, implying, (Iſt,) The higheſt 
Efeem and Veneration for his Excellencies, p. 163, 164. (2dly,) 
A ſupreme Affection to GoÞ, as the moſt ſuitable Good to * us, 
(zdly,) Gratitude I under a Senſe of his actual Benignity and Love 
10 Us, | . | 
{This * is a View of himthat will give new Life to our Af- 
feclion, and we ſhall expreſs it in ſtrong Deſires of his 
Favour, eſpecially while we are doubtful of it; or elſe 
in a Way of holy Delight and Joy, as far as a Man can 
be ſure of ſuch Favour. But it is more uſually expreſſed 
in the former Way by good Men in this Life, p. 165, 
167. + And the Love of Gratitude is reſembted to the 
Love of an ingenuous Child to a tender and indulgent 
Parent, p. 167, 168. ] 
3. Truft in Gob, as able and faithful to fulſ his Word and 
Engagements. AE. | 
{Regulating our Expectations of particular Events, ac- 
cording as they are warranted by his Promiie ; and 
firmly relying, that in the Way of Duty ze will do what 
upon the Whole is beſt for us, . 169. 

4. Giving Credit to his Teſtimony in all he reveals for Truth, 
{Nor ſhould we require any other Evidence when we can 
be rationally ſure we have his Authority; ſince he 

cannot be miſtaken himſelf, and is ſuperior to all 
Temptation to deceive % p- 170.] 


3 5. A 


8 1 628 5 
8. A Readineſs to obey him, without Reſerve, in all that 3 
reguires. 
[Sincerely defirous to know his Will, and then abſolute] 
to govern ourſelves by it; apprehending it to be the 
Relalt of infinite Wiſdom, Juſtice, and Goodnef,, 


71. 
6. As ebiniffon to all the Diſpoſals of his Providence. 
[Believing that our Times and Affairs are in his Hands, 
and giving a complacential Conſent, that they ſhould 
be ſo; being perſuaded that infinite Wiſdom can make 
thoſe Things ſignally to work for our Good, which in 
their Appearances ſeem to be moſt againſt us, p. 171. 
172. 1 
7. Deed l. Glory in xchatever we do. | 
[Chooſing to do or forbear Things otherwiſe indifferent, 
as they may be moſt likely in particular Circumſtances, 
to promote his Honour; and making every lower | 
Aim give Place to this, as our laſt and greateſt, 
„72. | 
8. 8 2 to approve ourſelves unto him. 
{Becauie he is the conſtant Spectator of our Actions, 
and 8 Judge of our State now and for ever, p. 172, 
2% | © ORE 
9. A Care to imitate him, as far as He propoſes ' himſelf to our | 
Imitation. | „„ 
[It was the original Glory of our Natures to be like him; | 
and the more we recover his ſacred Image, the more 
excellent we ſhall be, p. 173. „5 
10. 4 Diſpeſition to ſerve him in Spirit and in Truth, 
I/. e. In the Acts of public, ſocial, and private Dero- 
tion; in all which we ſhould be eſpecially careful 
of the inward Part, and that they be truly ſpiritual 
Sa crifices, acceptable to God, through Jeſus Chriſt. ] 
Let the Reader, at the Cloſe, examine himſelf on a View 
of each Particular, whether he is poſſeſſed of ſuch a Temper | 
toward GO D, vis. | | 
iſt, Have 1 revercntial Fear of GOD? 
2. Have Ta ſupreme Love to Gon? 
3. Have J, &c. &c.. 


The End of the ig Discovunse. 


DISCOURSE IX. 
Godlineſs; or a Chriſtian Temper towards Gop. 


—_— 


2 PET. i. Aid to Patience, Godlineſs. 


\ODLINESS was deſcribed in the preceding Sermon; 
2 and the Subject is here reſumed, in order to repreſent, 
. 
The indiſpenſible Obligations of Chriſtians to Godlineſs. 
To this Chriſtians are obliged, becauſe, | 
1. The chief Aim of the Goſpel is to form us to ſuch a Temper. 
l [Any Deſign of Man's Recovery from the Fall could not 
fail to include his Reſtoration to Godlineſs as a 
principal Part. For it is impoſſible for us to be 
ſet right, and yet remain diſaffected to God, and 
deſtitute of Impreſſions and Affections, correſpon- 
dent to his Perfections and the Concern we have 
with him. Jeſus therefore, finding our Nature alie- 
nated from the God that made us, ſubmitted to 
ſuffer for us, to atone for this horrid Provocation; and 
procured the divine Spirit to renew, encourage, and 
diſpoſe us to ariſe and return to our Father: And has 
revealed him, as full of Compaſſion and ready to re- 
ceive thoſe that return. And to induce us to this, and 
recal us to live unto God, is the main Scope of all 
the Truths the Goſpel reveals, the Precepts it con- 
tains, and the Promiſes and Threatnings wherewith 
they are enforced, p. 178, 179.] | Do. 
2. All other Virtues, awitbout this, will neither be acceptable to 
Gop, ner turn to our own Account at laſt. | 

[Becauſe they are but partial Appearances of Virtue; and 
their Defect lies in a moſt important Part, while God 
himſelf is neglected, to whom our firſt and greateſt 
Regards are infinitely due; and who will by no Means 
diſpenſe with the Neglect and Contempt of himſelf; 
becauſe People maintain a Decency in their Behaviour 

to their Fellow-Creatures. This may indeed recom- 
mend them to other Men, who are not capable Judges 
of the Springs that animate them. Nevertheleſs, they 
are not Acts of Religion, wanting zh:s for their Princi- 
| ple, wiz. A prous 22 to God, p. 178—182.] 
z. All the other Branches of the Chriſtian Temper are in- 
fenced by a pious Regard to Gop, : 

[As far as this prevails, it makes us conſcientious in 
every Duty ; renders us ſuperior to Diſcouragements 
and Temptations; and its Influence reaches the Heart, 
as well as the Converſation, p. 182, 183. 

4. The bleſſed Tejus eee it by his ou perfect Example. 


g [He 
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THe was the greateſt Pattern of genuine Piety that 1 


ever ſhewn to the World; manifeſting through his 
whole Courſe the deepeſt and moſt fixed Senſe of God 
upon his Mind; and teſtifying his Love to his Father 
by the ſtrongeſt Inſtances: Supported in the greateſt 
Dangers by the Thought of his Father's Preſence 
and the fulleſt Confidence of his Aſſiſtance in the er. 
tremeſt Trials. He was hkewiſe a Pattern of the moſt 
ſteady Obedience to his Will. He had his Eye con- 


tinually upon his Commiſſion and the Work aſſigned 


him. Nor did he decline the moſt difficult and ſelf. 


denying Part of it. His Submiſſion to the divine Diſ. 


careful to fulfil all Righteouſneſs, p. 186, 192. 
m ; 


poſal in all Circumſtances was placid and chearful. 
He was alſo exemplary in the Worſhip of God, and 


1ſt, Hou excellent is the Chriſtian Religion, which has ſo pecu- 
liar a Tendency to promote this pious Reſpect to Gop, p. 192. 
2dly, Let our Regards to him be agreeable to the Revelatim 


made of him by his Son. 


[The Phraſe (to live godlily in Chriſt Jeſus) imports ſome. 


thing peculiar in the Piety of a Chriſtian. Our Re. 
rugs to Gop ſhould be ſpiritual, as he is now more 


fully revealed in his ſpiritual Nature; and ſuch as be- 


come redeemed Sinners through a Mediator. Our 


Service to him ſhould be, not with a laviſh, but a 
flal Temper, animated by the great Example of 


erciſe ourſelves unto Go 


Zaly 


Piety which Chriſt has given us: And we ſhould ex- 
| Apel, in a Dependance on the 
Grace and Strength of Chriſt, and expect to be ac- 
cepted in the Beloved, and for his Sake, ibid.] 
2 us manifeſt the Influence of Godlineſs upon our Heart: 


by the Exerciſe of every Grace, and the Practice of every Chriſtian 


Duty, p. 194. 


The End of the Ninth Divcourss. 


DISCOURSE Xx. 


Faith in, {or the Chriſtian Temper towards] Chriſt, 


— 


| Per. i. 8. Whom having not ſeen ye Lowe: in whom, though 
now ye fee him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with Jay unſpeak- 


able and full of Glory. 
EXT to the Regards we owe to Gop, the Chriſ- 
N tian Temper towards CHRIST, as our Saviour and 
Mediator comes under Conſideration.— Which may 
be ſummed up in theſe three Things, 1. Falrn, 
2. Love, 3. Joy in him, as anſeen by us: All implied 
in the Text, p. 195197] | 


FaiTH IN CHRIST. 


It is propoſed, 80 
1. To give a brief Account of the Nature of Faith in Chriſt, 
2. To conſider it, as what, in our preſent State, we muſt Ex- 


erciſe without ſeeing him, 


As to the Nature of Faith in Chriſt, it comprehends," | | 
1. A firm Perſuaſion of what the Goſpel teſtifies concerning 
him, | 
[The whole Compaſs of the Divine Revelation con- 
cerning Chriſt is the Thing to be believed: All that 
we find prefigured, predicted, or related of Chrift, 
his Nature, Words, —A@ions,—Sufferings,—Offices, 
is the Matter of a Chriſtian's Faith. The firſt Act 
of Faith is a firm Perſuaſion of the Truth of all this, 
as far as we can diſcover it to be revealed in Scripture, 


. 199—=201,.] Fo” 
. 11 mal Acceptance of Cbhriſt according to his Character 
„ 

IA Chriſtian's Faith is not only a general Aſſent to Goſ- 
pel Declarations, but includes perſonal Application, 
from a Conſideration of our own Concern in them. 
We muſt heartily Conſent to own and accept him, in 
all the Characters he bears; and have our Spirits im- 

preſſed ſuitably to the Nature and Importance of what 
we conſent to, concerning him, p. 201—203.] 


Faith in Chriſt, as now to be exerciſed, with this Circum- 
flance, ** ave ſee him not.” e 
[We muſt not think that Chriſtians now have a harder 
Part to maintain a lively Faith in Chriſt, than the firſt 
Chriſtians had, who ſaw him in the Fleſh, heard his 

8. Doctrines, and ſaw his Miracles; for] : 


i. Faith 


— — 


( 26) | 


RY Faith in Chrift Was not produced in all, or in the Generality of 
thoſe who had actual Converſe with him. | 
[How inſufficient the bare Sight of Chriſt, or perſonal 
Concern with him, were of themſelves to produce 
Faith, appears from the Caſe of Judas, of Bethſaida 
and the other Cities where he wrought ſo many Mi. 
racles, and from the ſmall Number of Diſciples con. 
verted in his Life-time, which probably were but 
500, p. 204—206. ] % | 
2. It is as reaſonably claimed from us, as it was from thi; 


who actually ſaw him. 


_ [Chriſt's Cotemporaries had ſome Diſadvantages, as well 
as Advantages for their Faith, which we have not, 
They had a falſe Notion of his Character, expecting 
in him a Temporal Prince. We have not only 

Proofs ſufficient for our Belief, but even ſome Evi. 
dences, which the firſt Chriſtians had not; in the 
Accompliſhment of Chriſt's Prophecies relating to the 

Deſtruction of Jeruſalem, and the Diſperſion of the 
Jews, in the wide Propagation of the Goſpel, and 
the Martyrdom of it's Confeſſors, p. 206—209.] 

3. It is, upon the preſent Footing, ſufficient for all practical 

Purpoſes, 

1165 we are willing to believe God's Teſtimony, upon as | 
full Atteſtations that its come from him, as we are 
ſatisfied with, in other Caſes, we cannot want Con- 
fiderations to Influence us in every Part of the Chriſ- 
tian Life, p. 209—210. ] 

4. It extends to many Things which none ever ſaw © in which 

abe are upon a Level with the firfl Chriſtians. . 

[Chriſt's Divine Nature, the Deſigns of his Death, what 
he is now in Heaven, what he is doing there, and 
what he ſhall do when he ſhall come again the ſecond 
Time, are all out of the Reach of Senſe; yet as Im- 
portant as thoſe Things which were once obvious to 
it, p. 210.] e | 

&. it has a peculiar Excellence on this very Account, that we 

have not ſeen bim. | . 

[Our Faith thus circumſtanced ſhews a more prompt 
Inclination to take God's Word, where we have 
Ground enough to believe that he ſpeaks, though 

we ſhould chance not to have ſuch over-bearing Evi- 
dence, as ſome have had, p. 210—212.] | 
6. We have Encouragement to hope it auill be peculiarly accept- 

ble to him. | . 

Curiſt pronounced a peculiar Bleſſedneſs upon thoſe who 
ſhould believe in him though they ſaw him not! John 
XX, 21, — Hereby we give Glory to God, as being 

| = ſtrong 


(27) 4 
ſtrong in Faith, and ſuch a Faith God will honour 
accordingly, 2 Theſſ. i. 1o.— p. 212. | 
InFeRENCES. 

1. We may ſee the Wiſdom of Providence in adjuſting the Cir- 
cumſtances of Chriſtians in ſo equitable a Proportion one to another. 

2. We may ſee the Neceſſity of Divine Grace, in order to ſaving 
Faith in every Age of the Church. *y 
3. We may collect the Uſefulneſs of a landing Miniſiry. Chri 
having left the World: it was fit there ſhould be ſome in every Age 
and Place to preach the Goſpel. 

4. We have Reaſon to be content with the Circumflances of 
that Age of the World, wherein our Lot is ca. | 
5. We ſhould be ſolicitous, that under the Advantages afforded 
us, and by the Help of that Grace ſo readily beſtowed, we may 
believe to the ſaving of our Souls. 

6. Our Faith ſhould be allowed it's proper practical Influence 
upon the awhole Chriſtian Temper and Life, - N 


The End of the Tenth D1scovunss, 
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DISCOURSE XI. 


r 12 r 


. 


Faith in, [or the Chriſtian Temper towards] Chrift. 


ad. at. a. ae... 


1 Pwr. i. 8. hon bawing not ſeen ye Love ; in aubom, though 


uv ye ſer him not, yet believing, ye rejoice with Foy unſpea. 


alle and full of Glory. 


: 3 
Love To CHRIST. 


Co A 8 the Fruit of Faith in him, though unſeen by us, is a 


neceſſary Part of the Chriſtian Temper. ] 
I is propofed to fhew, | | 
1. TheGrounds of a Chriſtian's Affection to Chriſt, 
2. The Characters of it. And, 
3. The Ways by which it K to be expreſſed. 


As to the Grounds of it : 

He who truly lowes Chriſt, loves him. 

1. For his own perſonal Excellencies, ox becauſe of what he i; 
in himſelf; both as God and Man. 

[We have not only the ſame Diſcoveries of Chriſt's Per- 
fections made to us, as thoſe who converſed with 

bim: But a great deal more than they were inſtructed 
in 'till he was removed from their Sight. We have in 

the Goſpel ſuch Repreſentations made to our Faith, 
of Chriſt's divine and human Excellencies, as make 
him worthy of our adoring Thoughts and uniting 

Affections, p. 218—220.] _ 

2. Becauſe of the near Reſemblance he bears ts God, as Mar 
and Mediator: And the high Eſteem which God hath expreſſed for 
him as ſuch, 

[God is to be loved with all our Hearts, ſo as to have no 

Competitor with him: Other Things are to be loved 
according to the Degrees of God's Image which they 
bear, and according to the Eſteem he diſcovers for 
them. Hence the bleſſed Jeſus is raiſed in our Eſteem 
above all other Things : Not only as in his Divine 
Nature, but even in his Human Nature and Media— 

torial Character, he bears more of the Divine Image 
than any other Being, p, 221, 222, 
3. Becauſe of the Excellence of his Work, and the unſpeaball. 
Love and Benignity he has expreſſed in it. 

{The Love conſpicuous in every Part of the Redeemer's 
Works and Sufferings, kindles a lively Affection and 
Gratitude in the Chriſtian's Heart: And he feels a 
Diſpoſition to receive kindly and becoming Impreſ- 
fions of the Redeemer's Grace, and to fludy what he 
hall do in return, p. 222, 223.] N 


4. 4; 


| | (29) 
4 4s the moft neceſſary Medium of our Happineſs, 
[The true Chriſtian loves and eſteems the Redeemer, as, 


worth infinitely more to him than all the World; aas 


the Perſon by. whom alone he comes to God, through 
whom God is favourable to him, and by whom his 
final Expectations are to be accompliſhed, p. 224, 


228,14 
5] . 


Scripture Characters of Love to Chriſt, 

May in general be ſummed up in this, that it is ſincere and un- 
toned. | | 0 | 
/ No Chriſtian in this, World loves. Chriſt as he ought to 
do, or would do; or as the Saints in Glory: But he 
loves Chriſt. truly, i. e.] wy 

1. It is the Temper of his Soul, not a mere outward Appearance. 
[A true Chriſtian ſatisfies not himſelf with Profeſſions of 
+ without correſpondent Affections of Soul, 

226. | tn 
2. Fn a Fro Chriſt in his whole Character. 

[Not partially. He values Chriſt not only as his At- 


tonement and Advocate, but as his Teacher and Law- 


giver, ibid.] | 
3. He loves Chriſt more than any thing elſe. 
[Great Streſs is laid upon this in Scripture. He that loveth 
Father or Mother more than me, is not worthy, of me, 
1 | | 
4. Genuine Lowe to Chrift is productive of proper Fruit. 


[A Chriſtian expreſſes his high Eſteem, and ſincere Af. 


fection, in the natural Effects of ſuch a Temper of 
Mind, p. 227. Which leads to,! . 
III 5 


The Ways in which a Chriſtian is to expreſs his Love to Chriſt in 
his preſent Situation. 
Our love to an unſeen Saviour bud expreſs itſelf, 

1. In frequent Thoughts of him. ; 

[Our Thoughts will often preſent a dear Friend to our 
Remembrance when he is abſent in Body: So they 
ſhould frequently bring to our Mind our peculiar Friend 
the Lord Jeſus, p. 228.] ; 

2. In a careful Obſervance of what he has left us in Charge. 

[Chriſt's departing Charge to his Apoſtles was that they 


ſhould teach Men to obſerve all Things whatſoever he 


commanded them, p. 229. ] _ 
3. In maintaining our Fidelity during his bodily Abſence. 


| [Chriſt is gone above to receive for himſelf a Kingdom: 


' we are the Subjects of it. There are many Enemies 


to draw off our Allegiance, which have the Advan- 


tage of Preſence. Our Affection to Chriſt will be 


ſhewn by a reſolute Conflict againſt them all, 76:9. ] 2 
C 4. 48 


7 7. | 
4. in a dutiful Regard to the Holy Spirit, aubom he has left i, 
ſupply his Room. 
{We ſhould ſhew our Affection to Chriſt, by a Care not 
to grieve or quench his Holy Spirit, by neglecting his 
kind Motions : but that we thankfully accept and im. 
prove ſo gracious a Proviſion, p. 230.] ' 
8. In Reſpect to his Friends and Favourites for his Sake. 
[Chriſt is above receiving in his own Perſon any Acts of 
Beneficence from us: But he has left Friends and 


Relations in our World to whom we may ſhew them, 


p. 231. | | nn 
6. In a Concern for his Intereſt and Endeavours, to promote it 
according to our Stations and Capacities. 
[The Salvation of loſt Sinners: The Refining and En. 
' largement of his Church: The Propagation of Truth, 
Charity, Holineſs: 'The Reformation of Manners, and 
vver-throw of Satan's Kingdom; make the Intereſts 
of Chriſt in our World, p. 232.] 3 
7. Ina delightful Regard for thoſe Things by which aue may be 
helped to Remember him, or to Converſe with him in our preſent 
State. | 
[Some of the Ordinances of the Goſpel are Memorials 
of Chriſt, and all of them are Ways by which we are 


directed to maintain a Spiritual Converſe with him, 


while heis abſent in the Body, p. 233. 


8. In ſtrong Deſires after the neareſt and fulleſt Enjoyment of him 


in Heaven, 


[Where true Love of Chriſt is, there will be Aſpirings to 


de where he is. p, 234. 


The End of the Eleventh Discourst., 
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DISCOURSE XII. 


Faith in, [or the Chriſtian Temper towards] Chriſt. 


i PET. i. 8.—Whom having not ſeen ye love: in whom though 
now ye ſee him not, yet believing, ye roqoice with Toy unſpeak- 
able and full of Glory. 


III. 
RejorcinG In CHRIST, 
FS an Advance upon our Faith and Love: And imports a 
| Reſt and Satisfaction of Mind upon the Apprehenſion we 
have of his real Excellence, and of the Benefits ac- 
cruing to us by him. ] | 
is propoſed to conſider, ** 
i. The Grounds which a Chriſtian has for Joy in Chriſt. 
2. How far it may be efteemed the neceſſary Temper of every true 
Chriſtiau. 1 3 


The Grounds a Chriſtian has for rejoicing in Chriſt, 
Obſerve here, . | 5 
1. The Goſpel Revelation furniſhes us with the Materials of 
this Joy. 7 5 5 | 
1 or Inſtance it ſhews us The kind and gracious Deſigu 
upon which he came into the World, which was to re- 
concile us to God: His Capacity and Fitneſs to ac- 
compliſh this gracious Deſign, both as God and Man: 
The ſeveral Parts of his Work in the Proſecution of 
this Deſign ; namely his Teachings, Holy Life, Mi- 
racles, Death, Reſurrection and Aſcenſion: The Pri- 
vileges in which he hath inveſted his Church at preſent, 
Viz. a more rational Worſhip, free Acceſs to God, 
and a clearer View of futwre Happineſs :—And the 
Promiſes he has given us of Pardon: Of a happy in- 
termediate State: Of a bleſſed Reſurrection : And of 
the preſent Influences of the Holy Spirit, p. 238— 


244. ms 
2. The Chritian's Faith in this Revelation concerning Chriſt, is 
% principal of his Joy. | | 
| [The Degrees of our Joy can only be in Proportion to 
the Strength and Weakneſs of our Faith, p. 245—246. 
3. The Efficacy of his Faith as working by Love, gives a 
Urifian Reaſon for the moſt ſpecial and appropriating Foy. 
In order to our Joy in Chriſt not only the general 
ASSENTING Act of Faith is neceſſary : But the con- 
_ SENTiING Acts alſo; that he ſhall be all that to us, for 
which he 1s offered in the Goſpel : Our Faith muſt pro- 
duce Love; and that Love prove itſelf genuine by the 


proper 


11 

proper Fruits mentioned in the laſt Diſcourſe, p. 2 

—247, | 
n IT. . 
How far it may be eſteemed the ęſſential Temper of a true Chriſtian 

| to rejoice in Chriſt. | 

1. 4 ſpecial and appropriating Foy is not neceſſary to the being 

of a Chriſtian : though needful to his Well-being and Uſefulneſ,, 
[Many Chriſtians are full of Doubts about their State 
from Miſapprehenſions of the Terms of the Goſpel 
Covenant: When in Truth they have good Reaſon for 
better Hopes :—The Grace and Holineſs of others is 
ſo imperfect, that it is juſtly a Matter of Doubt whether 
their Hearts are right with God: — Actual Joy in 

Chriſt may alſo be obſtructed by a conſtitutional or 
occaſional Melancholy, p. 248—251.] Yet, J 
2. There are ſome Expreſſions of a Mind truly rejoicing in Chrift | 

Feſus in every ſincere Chriſtian, even under his Clouds and Fears. 
[lt is the habitual and fixed Judgment of his Mind that 
Chriſt and his Benefits are more fit to be rejoiced in | 
than all worldly Goods. If he does not actually rejoice } 
in him, this is not owing to a low Opinion of Chriſt, 
but of himſelf. Accordingly with all his Fears and 
Doubts he relies upon Chriſt as an all-ſufficient Sa- | 
viour, and ventures the Weight of his Salvation upon | 
him: Neither would he quit his general Hope in him 
upon any Terms, p. 251—253. 
REFLECTIONS. 

1. The Chriflian Religion is certainly a Doctrine worthy of all 
Acceptation ; for it contains glad Tidings of great Foy, p. 254. | 
2. We may iufer the Folly of ſuffering ourſelves to be wainl 
talen up with worldly Foy: when aue have ſo much better, 
ibid. | | | 
3. Let all thoſe who have heard the Goſpel- Meſſage hither!s | 
ewith Negligence and Contempt, be perſuaded to conſider the Blaſed. 
neſs it contains, and give it a more ſuitable Entertainment, p. 255. 


4. Let all Chriſtians endeavour to riſe up to the Height ef this | 
Character of rejoicing in Chriſt. | 
[ ſe Diligence to improve and confirm your Faith in the 

Goſpel-Teſtimony; and to clear your own Intereſt 
with Chriſt: Often meditate on the Goſpel-Diſcovery | 
concerning him. Let Thankſgiving be your daily 
Exerciſe, and rejoicing in him your prevailing and | 
habitual Temper. Finally, by a chearful Demeanor | 
convince the World that you find his Ways to be } 
Ways of Pleaſantneſs : and his Paths, Paths of Peace, | 


p. 256—258. ] 
The End of the Tevelfth Discourst. 


DISCOURSE XIII. 


Being Dino filled with ſor the Chritttan Temper to- 
wards] the Holy Spirit. 


RR 


Ephks. v. 18. the latter Part —Be filled avith the Spirit. 


N one Hand, we are taught to have Acceſs to the Fa- 

ther through the Sen and by the Spirit : On the other, 
to expect all Bencſits from the F ather through the Son 
and by the Spirit. 

The Precept in the Text is directly o 7 07 to a Caution 
given in the Beginning of the Verſe, Be not drunk with 
Wine, ewhercn is E vhs, but 'be filled with the Spirit. 
This is addreſſed to thoſe, who were ſuppoſed to be 
already Chriſtians, and conſequently to have the Spirit 
of Chriſt in ſome Meaſure, and therefore muſt dire ly 


mean, that they ſhould aim at a larger and tuller 
Meaſure of his Spirit.] 


The Propofition to be diſcourſed on is, 
That abe are called by Chriſtianity to be filled with the Spirit. 


This leads me to confider, 

I. The Meaning of being filled c the Shir wg 

II. What is impl. ed in this being made a Matter of Exhoriation 
4% 1s, 


III. The Obligations which lie upon all 20.59 profe 1 Chriftiazity 
th be filed 7th the Spirit. 
J. 


The Meaning of the Phraſe, being filled with the * 75 to be 
unſdered 1 a twofold Diviſion. 


it, What wwe are to underſland by the Spirit, with wh ich We 
are to be filled. 


Here objerwe three Things. 
it, That divine Perſon, the Third of the 1 Three, is 
auß intendbl. 
Ile i in whoſe Name we are baptized, as well as in that of 
the Father and Son, deſcribed in the New Teſtament, 
as tne Holy Spirit, the Spirit of God, the Spirit of Chriſt, 


e | the Spirit, with whom Stephen and Larnabas, &c. were 
t 3 laid to be filled, p. 261.] 

y Wl 0,7 gracious Influences and Operations of this bleſſed Avent 
y "nor Minds, in order to Holineſs and Happineſs, are that Partici- 
d WM {itn of the Spirit, avhich ave are to Teck after. 

r WH [Not barely his Preſence with us, which is every where, 
e or all Chriſtians through the World cannot be directed 
5 to expect his Influences. Nor his extraorataary Ope- 


rations in mirac ulous Gifts; theſe were peculiar to the 
firſt Age of the Chriftian Church; and even en not 
the moſt valuable Operations of the Spirit, but his 
direct Agency, as a Spirit of Holineſs. This was 
ol, 1 D from 


| (34) | 
from the Beginning, and will be to the End of Time 
always neceſlary to any ſpiritual Good in fallen Crea. 
tures, p. 264—268.1 _ 
dly, The genuine Fruits, which the gracious Influences of ige 
Heb Spirit tend to produce in us, muſt aljo be takin in, as à Pan 
of the Otje& here recommended; and indeed as that, for the Sale 
of which his Influences are to be deſired. 
[All his gracious Operations tend to make us like God 
and happy in God. Hence the new Nature, or 3 
holy Diſpoſition in us, is called in Scripture, Tj 
Spirit. To be filled with the Spirit then, and to be 
filled with all holy Qualities and well grounded Con. 
ſolations thereupon, are one and the ſame Thing, 
0 pP. 2083. 269] © 
| 'This leads me to conſider, 


II. 3 
What is implied in our being filled with the Spirit. It intern 
| tao Things. | Noo. | 
| _ 1ſt, A Sufficiency and Fullneſs in the bleſſed Spirit, and his ly. 
1 Puences every Way to fill our Souls. 
| [But we have no other Way of diſtinguiſhing his Infu. 
ences from Deluſion of Fancy, or the irregular In- 
clinations of our own Hearts, or the Suggeſtions of the 
Devil, but by trying their Agreement with the Rere4 
lation already made of Truth and Duty. Nor are we 
to apprehend his Influence to be perceivable by itlelf 
but his acting is in a Way ſo connatural to the Acting 
of our Faculties, that we ſhould not be able merely 
by Feeling to diſcern from whence it came, or that if 
had any other Riſe than from our own Spirits, if thy 
Scripture did not point us to the Spirit of all Grace 
as the Fountain of it. Yet it is of that general E n 


tent through all our Faculties, that whatever is need 0 
ful for us in every Circumſtance to furniſh us for an 
Service, or Trial, or Conflict appointed for us, t. 


Spirit hath it to give, and we are encouraged to“ ak1 

of our Heavenly Father, p. 270—273.] - | 
zdly, It imports an actual Participation of his Influences ai c 
Fruits in a large and plentiful Mea ſure. : I 
[This does not imply an abſolute and perfect Fulneiſ « 
the Lot of no mere Man in this World; but bein © 
filled with the Spirit may be more or leſs Men's Ch 

raters in the following ReſpeRs. ] | 


* Cee Luke xi, 13. | 


(35) 5 
iſt, A. they come to have every Faculty of their Souls more 
ſulje# to the Spirit's Authority, and under the Influence * proter 
to at 85 

2dly, 4s they go on to experience his Operations in all the ſeve- 
ral Kinds of them. 
Men advance nearer towards being filled with the Spi- 


rit, when they find him enlightening them in their 


Darkneſs, and quickening them in their Remiſſneſs, 
and puſhing them forward to cleanſe themſelves from 
all Filthineſs of Fleſh and Spirit, and to add one 
Virtue, or one Branch of the Chriſtian Temper to 
another, p. 275.] | | 
_adly, As his Agency comes to be more fiated and conſtant in 
blem. | 
[This is imported by a Phraſe often uſed of the Spirits 
develling in us; and Men are more or leis filled with 
the Spirit, as his Motions in their Souls are more or 
leſs conſtant, for exciting them to Good, and the 
Mortification of Sin, p. 277.] | 
 athly, As his Grace becomes more mighty and operative in 
them, ſo as actually to produce its proper and genuine Effes. 
[This may be ſaid of Men, either in Reipect of their 
growing in ſome particular Graces, or in Reſpect of 
the Variety of its Fruits appearing in them, id.] 
zthly, As they Tofte ſuch a Saweetneſs and Delight in the Mea- 
fure of Participation attained, that they reach forward with the 
greater Ardour, toward Perfection. 


* Every one who has Time to read, and Ability to purchaſe, the two 
following Tracts, will, I dare ſay, think his Time and Money well be- 
ſtowed, as thcy are allowed, in the Opinion of all Men of Senſe, to be 
ſome of the beſt, (perhaps the two very beſt) Tracts, which have yet ap- 
peared on the Subject of the Holy Spirit. iz. Ridley's and Stinſtra's. | 

The Rev. Dr. Gloucefter Ridley's eight Sermons on the Operations of the 
Holy Ghoſt, were preached in the Cathedral of St. Paul, 1740 and 1741, 
fold by Mr. PRIDDERR, in Flcet-Street. Price Four Shillings, Wherein, 

I, The Divinity and Perſonality of the Holy Ghoſt is aſſerted from the 
New Teſtament. 

IT, The Jewiſh 2nd Pagan Opinion on this Point traced out, 

III. The Gifts and Graces of the Holy Ghoſt, | | 

IV. How to be diſtinguiſhed from Counterfeits, — [Under this Head, I 1 
cannot forbear recommending in the ſtrongeſt Manner, Stinſtra's Paſtoral 
Letter againſt Fanaticiſm, being an excellent Antidote againſt the Principles 
of Enthuſiaſts and Fanaticks. Nothing can exceed it on this Subject. Price 
* 5 With and Six-Pence, Sold by Mr, KrarsLtEy, in Ludgate- 

ireet, | 

V. The Expediency of receiving theſe Gifts and Graces, 

VI. Which are attainable by all. 5 
VII. and VIII. The Means by which they are conveyed to us. 

To which is added, 
A moſt uſcful Index, divided into Five Tables, 
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(36) 

(This is a Sign indeed, that their Fulneſs is not com. 
pleat ; but it is one of the beſt Signs of growing Ap. 
proaches towards the Fulneſs attainable on Earth, 

280. | | 

£  EFLECTIONS: | J 

1. We fee the Excellence of the Gojpel Revelation, in propoſin 

ho ſuitable and ſufficient Relief for the Neceſſities of fallen Cees. 

turcs. | 

2. e hawe here one Inſlance, <vherein Chriflianity leads us v | 

live tr Faith and not by Sight. | 

[The Spirit's Agency it{#lf being a Matter of Faith; 

and the World, he is training us up for, is out of | 


Sight.) | Et | 
3. By what hath been ſaid, wwe ſhould beexcitcd to defire a ſhare 1 
in the Spirit's gracicus Operations. But of this in the next | | 
Diſcourſe. oh N | f 
q | J 1 
a 
t 


The End of the Thirteenth DiscovursE, 


* 
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DISCOURSE XIV. 


being filled with [or the Chriſtian Temper "3 
Wards] the holy Spirit. 


— — - — —ͤ — — a —— — 


Ep. v. 18. latter Part.— Be filled woith the Spirit. 


HE Import of the Phraſe, being filled avith the Spirit, 
was conlidered in the foregoing Diſcourſe, ] We pro- 
ceed therefore to enquire, 1 
; IT. | 
What is implied in its being made the Matter of an Exhorta- 
tion to us, as by the Structure of the Words and the Context you 
plainly ſee it is. | | 
In this View the Words plainly intimate three Things; 
which ought to be duly conſidered. | 5 
Je Deſerableneſs of being filled «ith the Spirit; the Attain- 
ableneſs of it. And that ſomething is incumbent on us in order 
to our being filled with him. 
_ 1ſt, That every one ſhould efieem it a moſt defirable Thing. | 
| [in order to raiſe in our Breaſts ardent Deſires after it, 
let us take a brief View of its Excellence. ] 
I. is in itſelf moſt directly perfectiwe of cur Natures. ; 
[For it 1s to be filled with every Grace and Virtue.] 
This avould make us the Objects of Divine Favour and Compla- 
cency. IS | 
"There is nothing in Man, in which a holy God can 
take ſo much Delight, as the Produce of his own 
Spirit in him, p. 283. . 
Nothing but this can form Men to a Fiturſs for bringing much 
Honour to God, or for fingular Uſefuincſs to the World, Recialh 
to the Intereſts of Virtue and Religion. | 1 
This would make us Proof againſt the moſt powerful T emptations, 
— [The Allurement, which appears ſtrong to a carnal 
Mind from the Pleaſures of Sin, will ſoon loſe all it's 
Power in a Man, when the Divine Spirit is freely al- 
lowed to repreſent the Motives of the Goſpel to the 
Mind, with it's own Light and Energy, p. 285. 


* 
This would put us into a fit Diſpoſition for daily Felloæuſbip with 


God, 


This «could ſettle our Minds in the trueft Pleaſure and Peace. 
Finally, This is no leſs than Heaven begun. Heaven brought 
ww into the Soul; in Title, in Meetneſs, in chearful Praſpecis, 
in refreſhing Foretaſtes. | 
[Is not this a moſt defirable Good. Far better than to 
have your Store Rooms filled with Earthly Treaſures ? 
which may be emptied by a thouſand Accidents ; and 
out of which nothing can be carried along with you 
into the other World. How much leſs are jen/ual De- 
lights to be preferred to ſuch a Bleſſing? with which, 
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1 
if filled, you are filled with Guilt, with Shame, with 
Diſtempers, with Poverty, with grating Remoiſe, 
and, if not purged by timely Repentance, with the 
bitter Fruit of your Doings for evermore. Nay, 
Learning, though a more refined and manly Pleaſure, 
and if properly directed, may render a Perſon emi— 
nently ſerviceable to others, yet does not always diſ. 
oſe Men to be uſeful; nor will the greateſt Degree of 
it change the Heart, or recommend any Man to 
: God, or ſecure his everlaſting Intereſt. Speculative 8 
Knowledge can be of Uſe to any Man only while he 
is on Earth; and if he miſs of Heaven it will be 
Matter of eternal Regret, that he ſpent his Time no 
better, p. 266—290. Therefore to be filled with the 
Spirit deſerves to be eſteemed by us the moſt deſir. 
able Good.] i f 4 
And 2dly, We ſpould loo on it as attainable. | 4 
[That profeſſed Chriſtians are commanded to be filled | 
with the Spirit, implies it is a Bleſſing to be come at 
by them. To encourage you all to entertain Hopes 
of this Bleſſing, as attainable, I would repreſent the 
Foundations we have for ſuch a Hope. = 
1. From the Spirit's own gracious Benignity, and his declared 
Inclination to fill Souls, i 3 
Ike is ftiled the good Sperit; the Spirit of Grace; and 
ſaid to be grieved, when Men reſiſt his Inſſuence, 
292. | 4 
2. Lot os ! Ou and Interceſſion of Chriſt, 1 
(Chriſt hath redeemed us from the Curſe of the Law, 
being made a Curſe for us, that we might receive the 
Promiſe of the Spirit through Faith, p. 293. ] 4 
3. Frem the Nature of the Spirit s Work in Corſequence of Ri.. 
demption. | „ 
[His Work is to apply what Chriſt purchaſed ; for this 3 
we need him; for this our Eye is directed to him; 
and we ſhould by no Means deſpair of attaining that, 
for which he is declared to be ſet up, p. 294. b 
4. Frem the Gr/pel's being deſerited as the Miniſtration of the 3 
Spirit. 8 | | | 1 
{While it preſcribes the Duty of Men, it fully and fre 
quently acquaints them with the Proviſion made of 
the Spirit to capacitate them for it, p. 295. ] 4 
5. From the Declaratioms of G:d concerning his giving the I 
6 5 1 
I zek. xxxvi. 26, Ec. Jer. xxiv. 7. Prov. i. 33. Luke x. 


7 


a : I 2 . 
3 | a 3 
6. Fron the Inflances of his Grace already made in others. 
[Every Convert in former Ages, or in the preſent, that | 
comes to the Noce of a Sin ner, is ſome Encourage 
| | ment | 
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ment to him to hope, that his own Recovery is prac- 
ticable. The ſame Power can effect it; the ſame 
Grace can ſurmount all his Unworthlneſs, and put him 
alſo among the Children ; and the weakeſt and meaneſt 


Chriſtians ſhould not deſpair of eminent Improvements 


and Uſefulneſs, if they place themſelves under Divine 
Culture, p. 298, 9.] | 
7, From the Beginnings of his ſaving Work in themſelves, good 


| Men may conclude the greateſt Heights attainable by them, if they 


are not wanting to themſel ves. 


[They may then be confident of this very Thing, that 
he who hath begun a good Work in them, will per- 
form it until the Day of Jeſus Chriſt, Phil. iv. 6. 
It is a greater Inſtance of the Power and Grace of the 


Divine Spirit to undertake the cleanſing of impure 


Souls, when Sin had the Dominion in them, than to 
proceed in carrying on his Work, when he hath al- 
ready made them Partakers of a Divine Nature, 


p. 299. RE 
| REFLECTIONS. CONE N 
1, We ſee the Inexcuſableneſs of Sinners, if they flill periſh in 


their Sins. 


2, That good Men hawe conſtant Reaſon highly to blame them- 
ſelves for their ſmall Proficience and low Attain ments. 


The End of the Fourteenth Discovar, 


* 
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DISCOURSE XV, 
Being filled with [or the Chriſtian Temper to- 
! wards] the Holy Spirit. 


— 


Ernes. v. 18. Latter Part. — Be filled with the Spirit, 


N the lat Diſcourſe it was confidered, Vat may le in. 
1 lied in its being made a Matter of Ex/o-tation to us, at 
abe ſhould be filled with the Spirit, 

It plainly intimates, 

tt, 79e Defirableneſs of it. 

2dly, The Attainablcneſs Vit. 

One Thing more is implied, to which I proceed, 

3dly, That ſamething is incumbent on us, as our Duty, in order 

to cur being filled with the Spirit, 

[An Exhortation to the End is the ſame as an Exhortation 

to uſe ſome Means in order to that End. So here, Be 

ye filled with the Spirit, is in effect ſaying, uſe the 
Means proper, on your Part in order to be ſo.] 

The Fxhortation may be addreſſed either to thoſe, who are not 
yet Partakers of the regenerating Influences of the Holy Spirit; br 
to fuch, in whom a good Work ts begun. | 

I think it proper to conſider theſe Cafes diſtinctly; and 
ſhall employ the preſent Diſcourſe in ſhewing, 

That there are Duties incumbent even upon uiiconverted Sinners, 
in order to their Participation of the ſaving Inſſuences of the Spirit. 
| Put it may, perhaps, be objected ; How can any Thing by 
us be confedered as a Means of obtaining the Spirit? 

To remove this Difficulty, I ſhall, 

1. Offer ſome Things for ſtating this Point. 

Then 2. Propoſe the Duties incumbent on you. 
Three Obſervations may ſuflice for ſtating the Point. 
15 Pothiag avhich Sinners can do, can in the leaſt deſerve the 
Communications of the divine Spirit, | 

[There is no intrinſic Worth in any Endeavours that Sin- 
ners can uſe, as to lay an Obligation on the bleſſed 
God ina Way of Merit to give his Holy Spirit. Nor 
is there any tal Cinnexion between ſuch Endeavours 
and the Grace of the Spirit: If there is any Con- 
nexion, it muſt be zzaze by the free undeſerved Mercy 
of God. For the Influences of the Spirit are entirely 
a Proviſion of ſovercign Grace for loſt Sinners. | 
But all this carries no Inconſiſtency in it with God's 
having freely and graciouſly eſtabliſhed a Conſtitution, 
77 wherein ke encourages ugh hope for the Grace of his 

„ TO HS 5 _ 
Spirit in @ ſtated Way. It is not one Jot Iefs Grace, 
becauſe he directs us tobe found in the Ule of Moe: 
| Lor 
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Nor is he tied down to theſe; becauſe he uſually 
ives his Holy Spirit in this Way. To me divine 
Macy ſhines more 1lluſtriouſly in treating them ac- 
cording to the reaſonable Natures he hath given them, 
ſtriking upon the main Principles of human Action, 
Hope and Fear, and putting them upon Exerciſes ſuit- 
able to their preſent Condition, with encouraging In- 
timations of Succeſs by his Grace, p. 204—309. 

2. Nothing required from Sinners in order to their Participation 
of the Spirit, is expected to be done by their mere natural Power ; 
bat previous Infiuences of the ſame Spirit is ſuppoſed even to this. 

{There is an Agency of his, as promiſeuouſſy and exten- 
ſively afforded as the Goſpel is. Upon this Foot the 
Exhortations of the Goſpel are fitly addrefied to them; 
and peculiar Threatnings are moft juſtly added to 
thoſe who ſhall negle& or renounce 'the Salvation 
offered in it, becauſe they are capable of performing 
the Duty required, tho' not of themſelves; yet by 
Virtue of the preparatory Grace of the Spirit, p. 309 
—311. * 

3. It is not aſſerted, that God never makes any Partakers of the 
effeaual Grace of bis Spirit, who-are not found in the Uſe of ap- 
pointed Means; but that this is his ordinary Way of atting, and 
the only Rule wwe have for our Eæpectation. 

now proceed, 7 | 

II. To repreſent to you, what is tncumbent uon Sinners in order 
to their entertaining Hope of their being bern of the &pirit. 

1. They ſpculd apply themſelves diligently to attain Chriſtian 
Knowledge. | . 

[The Spirit 15 not wont miraculouſly to convey new No- 
tions, different from thoſe already revealed in his 
Word, and which Men were unzcquainted with be— 
fore; but he affects the Heart in a more powerful 


Manner with the Truths already learned. This makes 


religious Education to be ſo eminent and frequent a 
Means of ſaving Imprefions, And it muſt be wild 
Enthuſtaim to expect or prey {or the Spirit, while Men 
are negligent in furniſhing their own Minds, or their 

Children's with uſeful Inſtruction. Faith uſually 
comes by Hearing, p. 313, 314.) 


* Can there be any reaſonable Doubt, whether the benevolent Author of 
Nature, who is Love, who is gocd to all, and his tender Mercies are over all 
his Works, hath not likewiſe by his Grace qualified or prepared all that 
2 favoured with the Goſpel, to act as reaſonable Creatures and 
moral 4 


gents, ſo as to gain his Acceptance, (thro' a Mediator unknown to 
them) it they are not wanting to themſelves? | 


* 


2. They 


(42) . 

2. They ſhould often turn in upon their own Minds, and ſeriouſly 
confider how the ſeveral Truths, with which they are acquainted, 
concern themſelves, and are applicable to their own Caſe. 

[Perſonal Application gives Life and Force to every 
Truth, and for want of it, the general Knowledge, 
which moſt 2 receive, makes little or no Im- 


preſſion: But if you frequently bring the Word of 
God and yourſelves together, there might be hope of 
a good Effect. | 

When you know, for Inſtance, the large Extent and 
Spirituality of God's Commands, as explained by 
_ Chriſt ; when you read or hear of the unſpeakable 
Bleſſings that come by Chriſt Jeſus ; of the good Will 
of God to Men; of ſo kind and effectual Proviſion, } 
as the Grace of the Spirit, diſcovered for the Relief of 
human Weakneſs and Corruption; turn inward and | 
think—how much happier a Creature I ſhould be than } 
I now am, or all the World can make me, if I was but 
a Chriſtian indeed l p. 115—117.] 3 
3. They ſhould carefully abſtain from all the plain Obflrufions to | 


Bi, gracious Inffuence. 


[Such are groſs Sins, as Intemperance, Lewdneſs, and 
all Kinds of Senſuality; they directly feed the carnal Þ 
Mind, and put Sinners, as far as poſſible, out of the 
Way of the Spirit's firſt ſaving Impreſſions. Now 


| there are none of you whoſe Conſciences mult not tell f 


you, that you can, if ydu will, abſtain from theſe Ex. | 
ceſſes, P. 318, 319.] 


4. It much concerns Sinners diligently to oßſerve and improve all | 
r Seaſons, F 


[When Thoughts about their Souls are ſtronger than 
uſual ; when Conſcience ad moniſneth with ſome Life; 
when Convictions ſtare them in the Face; when they 
are in a Diſpoſition to make ſome good Purpoſes and 
| Reſolutions. Theſe are happy Gales of the Spirit, 

which, if carefully attended to, might be improved to 
good Purpoſes, j 
g. They ſhould above all earneſily and frequently pray to God fir 


auctiſying Grace. 


[The earneſt Prayers of Men under ſerious Convictions Þ 

for his ſaving Grace, though as yet they are not tho- ? 
rough Converts, are far from being an Abomination to 
the Lord; they are only the Profeſſions of Reſpect to 
God, made by Men reſolved in Wickedneſs, that are 
the Sacrifice of the Wicked, which is an Abomination 8 
to him. The Caſes of Manaſſah, 2 Chron. xxxil. | 
12. of Ephraim, Jer. xxxi. 18. of the Prodigal Son, 


Luke xv. are left on Record for the Encouragement ] 
: + ll 
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of convinced Sinners, earneſtly to ſue for divine 
Grace, p. 320. ] 
6. They ſhould hereupon attempt an entire Surrender of themſelves 
te Cod in Chriſt, on the Terms of the Goſpel, not doubting of his 


Grace to accompany them herein. 


REFLECTIONS. 


1. All true Converts have Reaſon to magnify the Grace of ey 
in making them to differ from others, 
2. Every unreclaimed Sinner will be abſolutely inexcuſable. 


The End of the Fifteenth Discourss, 


DIS- 


DISCOURSE XVI. 


Being filled with for the Chriſtian Temper to- 


wards] the Holy Spirit. 


| 1 s 
2 „* 


* 


*** 


Epnks. v. 8.—Latter Part. — Be flled wwith the Spirit, 


NOW proceed to the Caſe of thoſe, who are already in a 
ſanctiſied State, to whom the Exhortation in the Text is 


| moſt Cirectly addreſſed; and to ſhew as I propoſed, 


That Jomething farther is incumbent upon thoſe who are born 
again, in order to their being filled with the Spirit. 

[The Improvements indeed made by good Men deſerve 
not farther Grace, yet the Gift of it is plainly con- 
need with them by Divine Promiſe, What the Duties 
required of them are, in order to their being filled with 
the Spirit, Jam now to repreſent, p. 329.] 

1. Renewed Chriſtians are concerned to maintain flrong and 
babituel Deſires of the Spirits farther Infuence and Fruits, | 

[He never acts with ſuch Pleaſure and Power in any 
Soul, as where he is a welcome Gueſt: And enlarged 
Deſires make way for enlarged Communications; 
whereas Indifference damps his Motions. He loves to 
act in a Soul neither conceitedly full of itſelf, nor 

cContentedly full of inferior Good, p. 330.] _— 
2. All the ſacred Infiitutions, whexein tie Spirit hath encouraged 


as to expect he will meet us, muſt be diligeutly attended to. 


[They who vainly think themſcives above Ordinances, 
really put themſelves out of the Way of the Spirit; 
for he acts principally in and by theſe, Here he en- 
creaſeth the Light of his Saints; ſtrengthens their 
Faith; inflames their Love; and excites their Graces, 
to proper Exerciſe, and is uſed to diſpenſe his moſt 
refreſning Conſolations. Private Exerciſes of Devotion 
and public Ordinances, are equally. neceſſary to the 
Improvement of Chriſtians. As the Lord's-Day is, 
under the Goſpel, the moſt ſtated Seaſon for Reli— 
gious Exerciſes, fo it claims a pcculiar Regard by all, 
who defire a plentiful Share of the Spirit. The follow- 
ing are apt Means of obtaining this great Bleſſing, viz. 
A diligent and continued Study of the Holy Scriptures; 
a careful Attendance on the Miniſtry of the Goſpel; 
cloſe and fixed Meditation on Divine Things; fingin 
Pſalms; and a conſcientious Attendance on the Lord's- 
Supper. But Prayer is an Exerciſe more frequently 
mentioned than any other in particular, wherein the 
Agency of the Spirit may be expected, p. 331 — 
$; Al 2 which have a direct Tendency to quench his Mo- 
tious, thould be carefully guarded againſt, : 
1 85 [Suc 
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[Such are eminently. all fleſhly Luſts ; likewiſe: 6G dia- 
bolical Sins of Wrath, and Malice, and Envy, and 
Uncharitableneſs, which greatly grieve him. The 
Spirit of Love chuſes to refide and act freely in a Soul, 
that breathes the ſame Heavenly Temper, p. 338. þ 
4. The Spitit ſhould be directly. eyed and employed: by us, ac- 

cording to the Province which he is revealtd'to ſuſtain. 

* his Agency is ſo particularly revealed in the 
Goſpel, an habitual and lively Senſe of our own In- 
ſufßeiency for that which is good, ſhould be main- 
tained, and a firm Perſuaſion of his Ability and 
Readineſs to help our Infirmities ; and accordingly we 
ſhould often apply to God, not only for thoſe Spiritual 
Bleſſings, which the Spirit confers, but directly for the 
Spirit to confer them, p. 340.] 

6. We ſhould carefully improve and fall in with his Influences, 
as they are afforded. 

[This 1s being led by the Spirit; yet we are not blindly 
to purſue every Thought, that ſtarteth in our Minds 
without Examination, but muſt try every Suggeſtion 
that occurs, by the infallible Rule of God's Holy 
Word: But when we are convinced by this written 
Word, that the Suggeſtion is good, and therefore from 
him our Bufineſs is ready Compliance, p. 340.] 

The Third General Head remains to be conſidered. 

=_ 

Viz, The Obligations which lie won Chriſtians to aim at being 
filled with the Spirit, | 

[But having prevented myfelf in much that might be 
offered here, by what has been already ſaid concerning 
the Deſi rableneſ; of it, I ſhall only propoſe the follow - 
ing Conitderations, ] 

I. The clear Revelation wwe have received concerning bis Agency, 
beyond the former Ages of the Church, lays us under a farther En- 
ay to ſcel after Pim, and a large Share of his Influence and 

rutts 

2. The Dignity of hisP Perſzn ſhould make us Pay TI of ſuch 
4 Cucſt, when he is willins to dwwe!! avith us. 

[llc is no leſs than the Sit of God. If he dwells in us, 

God may be ſaid to dwell in us by his Spirit. We are 

the Habitation of God, as far as we are the Habitation 

of the Spirit. How ſhould every Saint then aſpire to 
be full of God, of his Light, and Love, and Likenels ? 

P- 342, 343+ 

3. His Relation to Chriſt obligeth every Chriſtian to aim at the 


fulleſt Participation of him. 


[He is eminently filed the Spirit of Chriſt, for he is one 
of the moſt eminent Fruits of his Purchaſe. If then 
ve have a V aluc tor our bleſſed Maſter ; if we think 


he 
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he hath provided well for our Intereſt, we ſhould de- 
fire to be filled with the Spirit, which will be moſt 
pleaſing and honourable to him, and he aſſures us, 
will be moſt profitable to ourſelves, p. 344. 
4. Our Relation to Chrift will be maſt clearly proved by this, 
[FF any Man hath not the Spirit of Chrife, he is none of his, 
Our Relation to Chriſt will be more or leſs evident, in 
Proportion to the Degrees of our Participation of his 
Spirit; which can be "_ of only by the Fruits 
of the Spiritin us ; nor 1s 
ſolation, where he has not formed eminent Graces, 
Confident Aſſurance without this, is indeed a very 
ſuſpicious Thing, p. 345. ] | 
58. By this Means we fhall be Veſſels of Honour, ſancti fed and 
meet for our Maſter's Uſe, and we can never be ſo otherwiſe. 
[Should it not be the Point of Honour, to which every 
Servant of Chriſt ſhould aſpire, that he may acquit 
himſelf to the fulleſt Approbation and Glory of his 
bleſſed Lord ?] | | 
6. So an Entrance will be miniſtered to us abundantly into the 
everlaſting Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Feſus Chriſt, 
[Thoſe that are eminently filled with the Spirit, being 
full of his holy Fruits, will be capable of receiving a 
greater fulneſs of Glory, as the Scripture moſt fre- 
quently aſſures us, that it is prepared for them, p. 347.] 


Upon the Whole then, 
1. We are led by this Subject to admire the Wiſdom and the Grace 


of the Evangelical Diſpenſation. * 


2. The Imperfection of Saints ought to be no Diſparagement 41% 


Chriſtianity, but it is a great D 4 . to ourſelves, 
3. The proper Temper preſcribed by Chriſiianity towards the 
Holy Spirit, is evident from theſe Diſcourſes. 


The End of the Sixteenth D1scovns2. 


DI S- 


e uſed to give ſtrong Con- 
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DISCOURSE XVII. 


The Spirit of Bondage, and the Spirit of Adoption, 


RoM. viii. 1 5. For ye hawve not received the Spirit of Bondage 
again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of Adoption, 
avbereby abe cry, Abba, Father, | 6 


NHRISTIANS are deſcribed in the former Verſes by 

[ ſeveral Phraſes which intimate the ſtated Agency of 
the Divine Spirit upon them, and their affectionate 
and obedient Regards to him. It 1s a great Happi- 
neſs to have ſuch a Guide, and to be diſpoſed ta treat 
him in this Manner; eſpecially as it proves that they 
are related to God as his Children, This is argued in 
the Text from the Nature and Effects of his Influence 
on their Minds, as a Spirit of Adoption, and not of 
Bondage,* p. 350, 351. - 

Py the Spirit of 8 is plainly meant ſuch a 
Temper towards God, as Slaves uſually have towards 
their Maſters; who are chiefly influenced by the Fear 
of Correction. The Temper of a Chriſtian, on the 
other Hand, 1s not repreſented by the Diſpoſition of 
a Freeman, but of a Child; which eminently conſiſts 
in Love, Ingenuity, Freedom and Confidence. Having 

received the Spirit for this Purpoſe, both Jews and 
Gentiles addreſs God, in their ſeveral Languages, as 
their common Father, and with Diſpoſitions ſuited to 
this Relation, p. 352.] 8 

The Spirit of Bondage repreſents the State of the Jeaus, as 
diſtinguiſhed from Chriſtians; and in this View the Text lays 4 
Foundation for the following Obſervation. 

The Temper to which we are led by Chriflianity is not ſuch a 
ſerwile Spirit, as that which prevailed under the Law; but 
a Spirit of Adoption, leadirg us to conſider God, and to aft towards 
him, as a Father. | 

It is propoſed to enquire, | | 

I. In what Senſe it was made the Character of thoſe under the 
Law, to have received the Spirit of Bondage; and of thoſe under 
the Goſpel, to have received the Spirit of Adoption. 

II. How the Moſaic Diſpenſation contributed to a ſervile Spirit; 
and how the Gojpel leads to a filial Temper. 

III. How our Deliverance from the one, and Participation of 


the other, ſhould influence us, [p. 353, 354-] 
It is enquired, EE 
: 7 . | 


In what Senſe it is made the Character of thoſe under the Law, 
to have received the Spirit of Bandage; and of thoſe under the 
Gojpel, to have recaved the Spirit of Adoption? 


[ Theſe 
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[ 
\ [ 


[Fheſe are not to be underſtood as univerſal CharaRer, 
of either. Many under the Law diſcovered a try] 
filial Lemper; many under the Goſpel have too little 
of it; and all Kinds and Degrees of Fear are not dif. 
couraged cven under this Diſpenſation, p. 355, but] 
Theſe are mentioned. as the diſtinguiſeing Characters of the twy 
Diſpen/ations, io expreſs, 
1. What they naturally lend t. | 
[That filial Temper which ſome under the Law dif. 
covered, did not ariſ: fron he Law; but from the 
. Views they had of the Grace of the Goſpel, which 
directly leads to it, and lays a ſufficient Foundation 
for it. If good People under the Goſpel are in- 
fluenced by a ſervile Spirit, it is owing to Miſtakes 
about its Nature, Weakneſs of Faith, great Imper- 
fection of Obedience, or bodily Diſtemper, p 356. 
2, The Diſpoſition which did commonly in fa prevail under 
each e | 
{The Spirit of Adoption 1s more generally and more 
largely communicated under the Goſpel than under the ml 
Law, as its Diſcoveries are more exalted and refreſh. ll 
ing. The State of the Jewiſh Church is compared WWW” 
(in Gal. iv.) to that of an Heir under Age. whois MW; 
under Reſtraint ; while Chriſtians enjoy the Freedom 
of a Son who is come to Ape, p. 357, 358.] 
| It is farther enquired, 1885 | 


hors 


DET 5s f 
| Hoa the Moſaic Diſpenſation contributed to a ſerwile Spirit, and 
= wow the Goſpel leads to a filial Temper. 

| | | 5 i. The Manner of introducing theſe Diſpenſations intimated their 


&ifferent Tendencies. 


| [The Moſaic was introduced in a Way which would na- WM 
| | turally create Dread. The Miracles in Egypt were of WM 
the terrible Kind; and moſt awful Circumſtances at- 
1 _ tended the giving of the Law. The Miracles of 
Chriſt were beneficient, and his Appearance and 
Manner were gracious, p. 359, 360.] | 
2. The Law was the Miniftration of Condemnation; the Goſpel 
, Riobteouſneſs. 0 1 

[The Moſaic Law (containing the Subſtance of the ori- 
ginal Law framed for innocent Man, and enforcing it 
by ſevere Penalties) was intended to reſtrain from Sin, 
by ſhewing the Evil of it; and (by diſcovering the 
Impoſſibility of being juſtified by it) to make another 
Method of Juftification welcome; which was ſuggeſted, 
though obicurely, in its Promiſes and Predictions. 
But the Goſpel, while it gives the moſt ſublime View 
of our Duty, and eſtabliſhes the Honour of God's 
moral Law, moſt clearly explains the Method of Juſti- 


fication ; 


(49) 


fication by the Obedience and Sufferings of Chriſt ; 
and thereby eſtabliſhes the Hope of every ſincere, 
though imperfe& Chriſtian, p. 361, 362.] 

The Manner of approaching God under theſe two Diſpenſa- 


ins, might contribute to theſe different Tempers. 


[The Law, which preſcribed the Bounds to which the 
People, Levites and Prieſts might ſeverally advance, 
and beyond which they might not approach towards 
the Symbol of the Divine Preſence, and forbad even 
the High Prieſt to enter the holieſt Place oftener than 
once in the Year, tended to inſpire the Iſraelites with 
Awe, and keep them at a Diſtance. But every 
Chriſtian has Boldneſs to enter into the Holieſt, in 
Conſequence of a Sacrifice which may ſatisfy the 
doubting Mind, introduced by a High Prieſt who is 
perfectly holy, and aſſiſted by the Bleſſed Spirit, who is 
given as the Pledge of God's Willingneſs to hold Cor- 
reſpondence with us; but who was neither ſo com- 
monly beſtowed, nor ſo clearly revealed, under the 
other Diſpenſation, p. 353—366.] 


4 The Difference between the Law and Goſpel, as to burthen- 
ime Rites, is to be conſidered as having an Influence upon theſe 
ferent T empers. 
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[Under the Law they were numerous; many of them 
painful; the Reaſon of many was not obvious, nor 
their Reference to the Goſpel appprehended ; yet they 
were ſtritly enjoined ; which muſt give a conſcien- 
tions Perſon great Anxiety. But the poſitive Inſti- 
tutious of the Goſpel are very few, and eaſy, and 
their Defign is plain, p. 367, 368: | 

5. The Difference in the Motives to Obedience, auhich are prin- 


ital'y made Uſe of in the two Diſpenſations, contributed to mate 
a Difference in Temper. 


6, The different L 


{The Repreſentations of God under the former were 
more awful: The Promiſes chiefly related to temporal 

ood Things: And, thoveh good Mien always had 
Regard to ſpiritual and cternal Lleflings, their Views 
and Hopes, under the Law, were very imperfect. 
The Goſpel contains various, moſt expreſs and im- 
portant Promiſes; excites Gratitude by the nobleſt 
Views of divine Mercy, and the richeſt Effects of :t ; 
and makes the brighteſt Diſcoveries of eternal Bloſſed- 
neſs, p. 369.) 


1901 afforded as to the main Privileges of 


Saints, made thoſe of the Old Teflament comparatively under a Spirit 
Y Bondage, and makes thoſe of the New under the Spirit of 
dioption. | | | 


Vor. I. E [Even 


50 
Even the Prophets did not always apprehend the fu 
Meaning of their own Pfedictions. The leaſt Chriſ. 
tian may know more of theſe Matters, than even John 


"Ve. Th, * 


the Baptiſt. Herein God treats us in a Way more 5 
agreeable to the filial Relation, and more apt to pro- R 
duce filial Affection, p. 370. | 
7. The Agency of the Spirit is different under theſe di pere. 
Diſfenſations. | j 
{Correſpondent to the Genius and Diſcoveries of each, 
p. 371. = 
This Diſcourſe concludes with the following REI ECTIOx. 


Since ave are placed in more advantageous Circumſtances, mt | 
only than Leathens, but even than the Jeaus themſelves, ave ought tn 
be wery thankful, to be peculiarly concerned to comply with the De- 
feen of the Goifel, and is labour to excel in every Branch of 
Gedult. 9 
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The End of the Se peuleenib DISCOURSE. 


DIS. 


—— —— — 


1 


2 


DISCOURSE XVIII. 


The Spirit of Bondage, and the Spirit of Adoption. 


6 


Ron. viii. 15. — For ye have not received the Sþirit of Bondage 


again to fear; but ye have received the Spirit of Adoption, 
<vhereby abe cry, Abba, Father. 


The Subject of the laſt Diſcourſe is here re ſumed, in order to 


enquire, | 


III. 


How our Deliverance from a Spirit of Bondage, aud our ha- 


ing received a Spirit of Adoption, ſhould inſiucnce us. 


This is ſuggeſted in the laſt Words of the Text, Whereby we 


ery, Abba, Father; at is, ave confider God as our Father, 
aud or Temper and Behaviour is filial. 


Hence it 15 our Duty, 
I. To /ee to it that ave have a filial Temper. 

[Veneration of the Excellency, Authority and Govern. | 
ment of God, a Fear of his paternal CorreQion, and 
even of Hell itſelf, may be uſeful, while we are 
ſurrounded with Temptations, our Characters are im- 
perfect, and our Reſolutions weak; but theſe are 
not inconſiſtent with Aﬀection to him as a Father. 
Meditation on the Love of God in Chriſt, and all the 
happy Fruits of it, is highly proper to cheriſh this 
Affection, p. 374, 380. ] 


II. To maintain ſuch a Temper and Conduct as will frexw that 
we are governed by a Spirit of Adoption, part#cularly, | 


i. In Acts of Worſhip. | 

[By engaging in them frequently With Delight and holy 

Freecom and Conhdence, mingled with Reverence 

and Reſignation ; ariſing from Views of the divine 

Goodneſs, All-Sufticiency, and Wiſdom; the Merits 

of Chriſt, and the Succeſs of former Applications to 
God, p. 381. 382 


2. In Acts of filial Obedience. 


[Slaves have hard Thoughts of their Maſter and his 
Service; hence they obey with IIl- will, and ſparingly. 
We ſhould engage in the Service of God with honou: - 

able Thoughts of him, and his Service, with Hopes 
of Acceptance through Cariit, and with Gratitude 
for the Dilcoveries of his paternal Love. Hereby 
our Obedience will be rendered chearful, conſtant, 

and ſtrenuous, p. 383, 384.) | 

3. In Sorrow for Siu. | py 

This ſhould not flow from the Fear of Puniikment alone, 
dut the Thought of having offended a kind Father 
ſhould be encreaſed by the Hope of Pardon; and re- 
2 ipect 


(52) 
4 ſpect all Sin, even ſuch as are unknown to Men, o 
| reckoned by them inconſiderable, p. 385, 386.] 
4. tn bearing Aflictions. | 
[Perſuaded that in afflicting us, God does nothing un. | 
| ſuitable to the Character of a Father, we ought to Put | 
| a good Conſtruction on the darkeſt Providences ; loye | 
and 1 7 him ſtill, and patiently wait for Deliverance, | 
Ki | 5. 12 . of God. | 1 
9 [Eſteem 3 0 Endearment aſfimilate a Son to his Father, 
1 388. | 
0; Milte all that appear to be his Children. 
[On Account of their being beloved of him, and bearing 3 
his Image, p. 389.] | 
7. In the Frame of our Spirits, in Reference to dying. N 
| [ Eſpecially by a Willingneſs to ſubmit to it, arifing from | 
4 the Conſideration of what Chrift has ſaid, done, and 
; | ſuffered to reconcile us to it; from being weancd from 
1 the Worid,—and the Hope of an Intereſt in final | 
| Happineſs, grounded on right Apprehenſions of the! 
k Goſpel Diſpenſation, and the Coniciouſneſs of a holy 
"i Diſpoſition, eſpecially of the Love of God in ou fl 
Hearts, p. 389, 390. ] F = 
For the Application of this Sutjed, 
1. Let us examine how far a filial Temper prevails in us. if 
{Though all are in ſome Degree under a Spirit of Bon- 
dage, yet every true Chriſtian has ſome Apprehenſions 
of God's general Mercy in Chriſt, defires an Intereſt F 
in it as his greateſt Happineſs, is afraid of offending 
God by Sin or Diſcontent, and depends on God, 
though ſometimes with a trembling Heart. How | 
it wich us in theſe Reſpects? p. 391. q 
2, Let Chriſtians endeavour after the greate/t Heights and nobis 
Fruits of a Spirit of Adoption. : 
[This is mott agrecable to the Chriſtian Diſpenſation; 
is moſt pleaſing to God; may prevent his fatherly} 
Correction; will make Obedience plcaſant, adom$ 
Religion and invite others to it: To this the F.xample 1 
of Saints, who lived under a leis advantageous Diſpen- 
ſation, ſhould ſtrongly perſuade us. To cheriſh tus 
Temper, let us contemplate the Goodneſs of God; 
avoid every Thing that would alienate our Hearts from 
him; pray for the Spirit to ſned abroad the Love off 
God in our Hearts; act up to the Hopes we have; 
be thankful for them, and grow in Grace and the 
Knowledge of Chriſt, p. 392. 397.] : 
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The End of the Eizhteenth Discouksk. 
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DISCOURSE XIX. 


— —Y td. 8 * 2 


AE Fortitude, 


ac —_—— ͤ„— 


_ 2 — — 


2 ps i. 5. Former R beſides this, giving all Diligence, 


add to your Faith, . 


Hriſtianity diſcourages the laviſn Fear of God; and 
6 much more the cowardly Fear of Men. 

The Apoſtle ſuppoſes that they to whom he wrote 
believed the Goſpel, and exhorts them to raiſe on the 
Foundation of Faith a proper Superſtructure in ſeve. 
ral Articles, the firſt of which is Virtue. The Term 
cannot here mean moral Goodneſs in general; ſince it 

would then include almaſt all the others. It rather 
ſignifies Fortitude, which is often meant by the Greek 
Word here _ and well ſuits the Connexion, 
8, 400 

His 2 f obſerve, that 
Chriſtian Courage and Fortitude is a Temper of Mind very ne- 

ceſſary to be found in all Believers. 
In handling the Subject the Author propoſes to conſider, 

I. The Nature of this Chriſtian Grace. 


II. What is intended i in the Exhortation, to add it to our Faith, 


It i 18 propoſed, 
J. 


5 To explain the Nature of this Chriſtian Grace. 

¶ Courage diſpoſes to brave Actions without being * 
by Danger. Cbriſtian Courage inclines a Man to per- 
ſevere in his Duty, in the View of the 1 Diſ- 

couragements .] 

The Author more particularly enquires, 

i. Far what this Grace is to be exerciſed. 

{ln g general, in maintaining Chriftian Faith and Practice. 
For this Purpoſe we ſhould inform ourſelves on theſe 
Heads, our Courage will otherwiſe be a blind Princi- 
ple; we ſhall be in danger of maintaining Error in- 


lead of Truth : Or if we are in the Right, it 4s 


only by Accident, and our Zeal cannot be acceptable 

to God. III. inſtructed Chriſtians are in danger of 

proving Cow ards, and deſerting their Profeiſions, 
p- 401, 402.] 

2. Againſt what it is to be maintained. 

[Courage ſuppoſes Oppoſition. and therefore can only 
be exerciſed on Earth, Here there is Occaſion to 
. 3 exerciſe 
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(54+) 
exerciſe it, againſt the Power, Subtilty and Activity 
of our ghoſtly Enemies, whoſe natural Furniture, Ex. 
perience, Malice and Succeſs, render them formid. 
able againſt the irregular Inclinations and Paſſions of 
our Natures ; — and againft Diſcouragements from 
others: Some Chriſtians have been called to Martyr. 
dom; all are required to endure it, if they ſhould be 
called to it: Reproach and Ridicule is a very common 
Exerciſe ; and it requires no little Refolution in Per- 
ſons of ſome Tempers to dare to be ſingular, p. 403, 
06. | | 8 
. Pcs Inſtances wwe ſhould diſcover this Courage. 

[Not by Inſenſibility of Danger, or by unneceſſarily 
expoſing ourſelves to it: But by deliberate Reſolutions 
for Duty on counting the Coſt by ſuppreſſing 
diſtracting Fears of diltant Evils ;——by Application 
to our Chriſtian Work, notwithſtanding ſtated Oppo- 
ſition; by Readineſs to undertake difficult Service, 
if called to it: — and by a fteady Conduct under 
actual Trials, p. 407, 412. 

9 It is farther conſidered, 
II. 

Il hat is intended in the Exhortation to add Courage to our 
Faiths. 5 
It may intimate, that Faith is imperfect without Cou- 

rage; cannot be ſufficiently evident to ourſelves, nor 

uſeful to others: — But it is chiefly deſigned to in- 
finuate, that Faith may be of Service to inſpire us 
with Courage, p. 413. Particularly as, 
1. Faith diſcovers Divine Providence engaged for us in all 
a Difficulties : And if God be for us, who can be againſt 


Ee | 
2. It prop: ſes the divine Spirit as diredly provided to help 
our Iufirmitics. 0's 
3. It repreſents our main Enemies as vanquiſhed by Chriſt, 
under this ſpecial Character, as the Head of the Church. 
4. It gives particular Aſſurance that our Trials ſhall not ex- 
ceed the Strength wwe have, or ſhall receive. 
8. It ſets in View greater Ewils to be feared from Coxvardice, 
than ſhall ever befall us for our adhering to God, | 
5. It aſſures us of the glorious Succeſs of our Courage. 
[Of a future Happineſs which ſhall bear Proportion 
to the Dangers and Difficulties we ſurmount.) 
. It repreſents the nobleſt Examples of holy Fortitude on the 
fame Printiple. | EY 
[Such are the excellent Perſons mentioned, Heb. xi. 
and many others: St. Paul himſelf, and, above all, 
the Cap:ain of our Salvation, p. 414, 418.] 


-USK 


(55) 


USE, 
1. The Grace of Fertitude is of great Importance in the 
Chriſtian Life. | 
{It is neceſſary in every Duty and Seaſon, and under 
every Diſpenſation of the Church; though more eſpe- 
cially requiſite in ſome Stations; for Inſtance, to 
Miniſters, Magiſtrates, Ic. and in ſome Duties and | 
___ Circumſtances of Life, p. 419, 420. ] | | 
2. To increaſe Courage, let us endeavour to ſtrengthen Faith, 
[By Meditation on the Motives of the Goſpel, earneſt 
Prayer, and frequent Examination of the Grounds | | 
of our Hope. ] | 1} 
3. Let us uſe all further Means to fortify our Minds. 
{ Particularly let us expect Difficulties be ſure that our 
Cauſe be good, and maintain a good Conſcience in 
the general Conduct of Life, p. 421-] 


. ——— 4 


4 2 
a n — > oa 
— N] HT 4 inthe es — 


* 
. 
* 
} 

| 
: 
} 
4 


0 
? 
| 
10 
j 
” 


—— . — 


Mt — 


ihe End of the F 1RST VOLUME, 


5 . — — 5 - - wh , | a r r 1 — OV ———— ů —— k ͤ DPV6l.̃ 


_ ” = - eee eee er ne 


